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Election Day 1860: The Sesquicentennial











Schedule of Events for October 9





11-12   “A Divided Nation Goes to the Polls: The Election of 1860 and John Brown’s Legacy” Ranger guided tour.  (Local Reaction Tent)





11:30-12  “The Four Pigs: A Political Fairy Tale”  A children’s program.  (Northern Reaction Tent)





12-1  “Defenders of Freedom”  Grand Militia Muster, Parade & Speeches begin on Potomac Street.


 


1:00  Polls and Campaign Headquarters open.





1-3pm, “ Grand  Civic Militia Barbeque” How auctions and picnics supported local militia companies in reaction to John Brown’s 1859 Raid.  (Master Armorer’s House yard)





1-2  “A Crusade For Freedom: The Northern Perspective” A musical performance by the Indiana Brass Band. 


(Northern Reaction Tent)





2-3  “A Divided Nation Goes to the Polls: The Election of 1860 & John Brown’s Legacy” Ranger guided tour.  (Local Reaction Tent)





3-4   Election Day Speeches and Debates in front of the John Brown Museum.





3:30-4  “The Four Pigs: A Political Fairytale”  A children’s program (Northern Reaction Tent)





4-4:30  “Defenders of Hearth and Home” - State and local militia competition. (Arsenal Square)





4:30  Polls and Campaign Headquarters Close





4:30  “Grand Militia Muster and Parade” (Arsenal Square)





5:00 -5:30 “The People Have Spoken” Election Results (In front of the John Brown Museum)
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Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
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Harpers Ferry, WV 
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304-535-6244 fax





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.








On Saturday, October 9, 2010, Harpers Ferry NHP invites the public to attend Election Day 1860.  Stroll through the community, see a militia competition, review the issues dividing the country, enjoy a military parade, and vote for the 1860 candidate of your choice.  In 1859, all eyes focused on Harpers Ferry and John Brown’s raid to free 4 million enslaved African Americans. Brown’s raid polarized slavery and anti-slavery factions, including national political parties influencing the 1860 Presidential election. This living history program will share diverse points of view with park visitors.





On November 6, 1860, the American electorate cast their ballots for the next President of the United States.  This momentous political contest resulted in the election of Abraham Lincoln and provoked secession of southern states.  Civil War soon followed.





This year’s event depicts the town on that 1860 Election Day.  The Republican candidate, Abraham Lincoln, was not on the ballot in the state of Virginia. Politically, the south was Democratic and hatred for the so-called “Black Republican” was intense.  The most influential local politician was Armory Superintendent Alfred M Barbour. Barbour was the local elector for the Northern Democrat, Stephen A. Douglas, and held great sway over his Armory workforce and their vote for President. 





Each of the Presidential candidates’ political platforms will be interpreted at the Orientation Tent on the park green.  Displays will illustrate the social, economic, cultural and political divisions that permeated the national scene in the 1860s.  Polls for visitors and our living history volunteers will be offered in the Dry Goods Store exhibit.
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