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On Saturday, June 30, 2012, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will host the Eleventh Annual Don Redman Heritage Awards & Concert. This year’s event features master jazz alto saxophonist Lou Donaldson and legendary bassist Ben Tucker. The two men will be joined by the Howard Burns Quartet.





Lou Donaldson’s mother first recognized his expert ear for music and introduced him to the clarinet. He played in high school, college and for the U.S. Navy, where he picked up the alto saxophone. After hearing Charlie Parker, he decided to make that style his own. Moving to New York City, he began his career as a bandleader with Blue Note Records in 1952. Jazz critics agree that “Sweet Poppa Lou” Donaldson is one of the greatest alto saxophonists of all time.  This octogenarian has to space his appearances to suit his health and availability. He works locally in New York, his home town, twice a year at the Village Vanguard and twice a year at the Birdland Club, as well as many jazz festivals and concerts throughout the country and around the world. Lou continues to entertain audiences with spirited performances that are always soulful, thoroughly swinging, and steeped in the blues.  





Ben Tucker has traveled a long road from his roots in Nashville, Tennessee. By the age of twelve, he began to develop his musical interest, first on trumpet and later on the bass and quickly made a name for himself in Nashville. He performed with all the top musicians of the day, including Herbie Mann, Billy Taylor, Buddy Rich, Peggy Lee, Quincy Jones, Gerry Mulligan, Ellis Marsalis, and Sam Cook. Authoring over 300 compositions, he has many commercial successes to his credit. Ben has been rewarded and nationally celebrated by his appointment to the Advisory Committee of the Kennedy Center for the Arts by President Jimmy Carter. Today, Ben Tucker maintains an extremely busy career as artist and businessman, playing regularly in Savannah, Georgia, where he has been active in the city's artistic, cultural, and economic scene, and has been a major factor in business and other matters affecting the interest of Savannah's minority community and making the national and international festival scene with the excellent Ben Tucker Trio. 





These jazz greats will receive the Don Redman Heritage Award during Saturday’s concert.  Previous recipients of this award include the following jazz legends: Benny Powell, Joe Wilder, Sonny Cohn, Snooky Young, Clark Terry, Cleve Eaton, Frank Wess, Vince Prudente, Hank Jones, Jimmy Heath, Curtis Fuller, John Handy, Jimmy Cobb, Jymie Merrit, Phil Woods, Harold Mabern, Charli Persip, Mickey Roker, Larry Willis and Larry Ridley.


 


This free concert will begin at 6:00 P.M. on the lawn behind the Mather Training Center, on the former Storer College campus in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.  For additional information contact the park’s Information Center at 304-535-6029.
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