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 A project to rehabilitate the park’s exterior boundary began in early October by a crew of four Student Conservation Association interns. The crew consists of (left to right on photo) Kevin Dul from Pennsylvania, Chris Lauerman from Wisconsin, Scott Points from Georgia, and Scott Broceus from Ohio.  The park has a complex boundary that borders residential communities, forested lands, commercial areas, highways, railroads, incorporated towns, two other national parks, a Department of Homeland Security training facility, and agricultural lands.  Although the park has a relatively small land area of 3,645 acres, the exterior boundary is over 70 miles long.   Boundary work will be undertaken during the fall and winter months and should take about two years to complete.





The last major rehabilitation of the park’s boundaries was completed in 1998-2000 when the boundary was approximately 45 miles long.  Since 2000, boundary signs and survey markers have been damaged or lost due to vandalism and natural conditions, or have become obscured by vegetation.   In 2004, 1,200 acres were added to the park pursuant to P.L. 108-307.





The project involves inspecting boundary signs and replacing or installing new ones as needed and inspecting survey markers (also know as monuments) and documenting their condition.  In forested areas, a narrow white band will be painted around trees that contain a boundary sign.  Witness trees will be marked to facilitate finding survey markers that are buried or not readily visible. Inter-park boundary signs will be installed along the common boundary of the two adjoining national parks.  Clearing vines, brush, and small understory trees will be undertaken where needed to delineate the boundary.





The first year of this project will continue through next February.  The work will focus on new lands that have been added to the park since 2000 which include the former Fish and Wildlife Service property along Millville Road, Perry Orchard, Ott Farm, Civil War Preservation Trust property west of Bakerton Road, Werner property and other Appalachian Trail lands on Loudoun Heights that have been transferred to Harpers Ferry, and the Murphy Farm.  Other boundary work will be undertaken this year as time permits.





Contact the Natural Resource Program Manager at (304) 535-6038 if you have any questions about this project.











Boundary Project Underway at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
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