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Schedule of Events: Sunday, October 16
(subject to change)

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.    Information & Orientation Tent open

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.    Event Tent and Family & Youth Tent open

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  USPS Anniversary Cancellation Station Opening with Postmaster Karen Brady & remarks by Mayor Hardy 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   Songs of the Civil War Greg Artzner & Terry Leonino 

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   War on the Border:  The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
    Home Front Musicians: The Gallant 28th NY 
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.     Small Arms Firing Demonstration 

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.     In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights  Ranger-guided program 

3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Trembling in the Balance: The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal During the Civil War by Timothy Snyder  

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.     War on the Border:  The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights  Ranger-guided program 

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
    Home Front Musicians: The Gallant 28th NY 
Planning Your Visit:

Parking Considerations:

Visitors must park at the Cavalier Heights Visitor Center parking areas and board shuttle buses to the event on Bolivar Heights. The National Park Service expects this to be a busy event, so plan to arrive early and allow for transportation time to reach event activities.  Parking will be first come, first serve.

Please remember:

October is usually a busy time in the park.  We appreciate your patience when arriving and leaving the event.  

Only small lap-sized coolers are allowed on shuttle buses.

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted in the park at any time. 

It is primarily an outdoor venue and will be held rain or shine.  Dress appropriately for the weather. 

Commemorative items, books and music will be sold at the Harpers Ferry Historical Association’s Sales Area in the Event Tent.
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Harpers Ferry National Historical Park


P.O. Box 65


Harpers Ferry, WV 





304-535-6748 phone


304-535-6244 fax





(Harpers Ferry, West Virginia)—Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites the public to attend  “In the Shadow of John Brown:  The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights” on Saturday and Sunday, October 15-16, 2011.  This special 150th Anniversary


Civil War commemorative event includes special ranger-guided programs, book signings and author discussions, family and youth activities, living history programs, musical programs and an archeology display. 





In early October 1861, union sympathizer and mill owner Abraham Herr provided 20,000 bushels of wheat from his Virginius Island mill to Union Colonel John W. Geary. This action infuriated Confederate Colonel Turner Ashby, who called the gift of wheat intolerable “depredations” against Virginia.  Retaliation was inevitable.





At 7:00 a.m. on October 16, 1861, exactly two years after John Brown raided Harpers Ferry, 500 soldiers led by Ashby attacked Geary’s line on Bolivar Heights. The Southerners forced their enemy back into the town of Bolivar.  Throughout the morning, Ashby ordered repeated assaults on the Union position.  The fighting lasted over six hours with Geary’s force of 600 ultimately repulsing the Confederates with an assault on their left flank, thus forcing Ashby into full retreat.  The victors planted Union flags on the heights.  Days later, Confederates disguised as civilians returned and set fire to Herr’s Mill.	





Schedule of Events: Saturday, October 15 


(subject to change)





10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.    Information & Orientation Tent open


10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.    Event Tent and Family & Youth Tent open


10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 


11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program  


12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Wildcat Band Concert 


12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.   War on the Border:  The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 


1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.     West Virginia and the Civil War: Mountaineers Are Always Free by Mark A. Snell	     


2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.     Artillery & Small Arms Firing Demonstration 


2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.     In the Shadow of John Brown: The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 


3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Trembling in the Balance: The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal During the Civil War by Timothy Snyder 


3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.     War on the Border:  The 1861 Battle of Bolivar Heights Ranger-guided program 


4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.     Wildcat Band Concert 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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