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Bateaux on the Rivers: Highways of Trade 1812





On April 28-29, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites you to step back in time and experience Harpers Ferry’s early settlement, Basil Williamson’s Tavern, and his wife’s family’s thriving boating businesses.  Experience the town’s early industry, trade, and transportation with the Park’s Living History Staff and Volunteers and the Virginia Canals and Navigation Society. Special exhibits and demonstrations will include a Bateaux & Boatman’s camp, The Guns of Harpers Ferry U.S. Armory, and Basil Williamson’s Tavern in the park's oldest structure, the Harper House.





John Wager & Co. Boating shipped flour and produce to Georgetown, Maryland; Washington, D.C.; and Alexandria, Virginia. Basil ran the Tavern, and opened the doors to a War of 1812 recruiting station.  The war impacted the family’s boating business to Washington, DC.  Before hostilities began with the British invasion, John Wager and Company placed this 1809 newspaper advertisement to attract millers who wanted to ship produce and flour into the federal city. 





The subscribers having made arrangements for boating flour and other produce, are now ready to receive and forward immediately any articles intended for Georgetown, City of Washington or Alexandria. They have determined to use every exertion to have flour delivered in as nice order as when waggoned. As the price of Flour is now up, and the river in good order for boating, gentlemen having flour ready would do well to send it on immediately. JOHN WAGER & Co.





A merry scene must have inspired an 1811 visiting poet to create this image of Basil Williamson’s early tavern.


At Harper’s fam’d ferry some boast of the view, where the river triumphant along the land sleeps; but others extol, and they not a few, the delicate Tavern which Williamson keeps.  The prospect is grand: but the traveler joys, when down the rough hill from the rock he descends, to find in the valley a house free from noise, where he lives like a Prince in the midst of his friends. 





Basil’s Tavern was also the scene to recruit militia during the War of 1812. 124 Dollars Bounty! All patriotic young men who wish to enter into the service of their insulted country, are hereby informed that the subscriber has just received orders to give a bounty of one hundred and twenty-four dollars.  Rouse young men, and join your brothers in arms, receive the honor of once more subduing that foe, who would with her accursed policies, make you slaves. I will attend Fridays and Saturdays at Williamson's tavern at Harper's Ferry, to receive all those young men who wish to join the service.      ANGUS M'DONALD   Lt. 12th US Infantry





For park and upcoming activities, please contact the Visitor Center at 304-535-6029, follow us on Facebook or log onto www. nps.gov/hafe. This program is made possible through the generous support of the Harpers Ferry Historical Association. For an 1812 bee hive oven bread workshop experience, contact the Harpers Ferry Historical Association at 304-535-6881 or visit the webpage at � HYPERLINK "http://harpersferryhistory.pinnaclecart.com/living-history-workshops/" �http://harpersferryhistory.pinnaclecart.com/living-history-workshops/�   
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