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NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION AWARDS HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
A 2012 ACTIVE TRAILS PROGRAM GRANT
HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK One of Thirteen National Parks Participating in Foundation’s 2012 Active Trails Program
(Harpers Ferry, WV) May 11, 012 – HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK  has been selected to receive a 2012 Active Trails grant from the National Park Foundation, the official charity of America’s national parks.  Now in its fourth cycle, the National Park Foundation’s Active Trails program promotes national parks as venues for community engagement, and encourages healthy living through various forms of recreation and volunteer service on land and water trails.

“Maintaining over 18,000 miles of trails is no small task,” said Neil Mulholland, President and CEO of the National Park Foundation. “The Active Trail funds help parks across the country create or expand vital trail related projects, improving the visitor experience and encouraging engagement opportunities with each parks’ gateway community.”

Since 2008, the National Park Foundation has granted over $1.2 million through its Active Trails program.  To date, Active Trails has engaged more than 3,100 volunteers and 86 project partners who combined have contributed over 13,000 hours to help promote, refurbish or build national park trails that were ultimately enjoyed by 291,000 visitors (and counting!).

“This grant will help us shine a light on parts of the park that many people don’t know about. Our trail system provides access to great views and historic sites all around the park,” said Park Ranger David Fox. 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is one of the best walking parks in America. The variety of hiking trails coupled with nationally significant history and the scenery of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Potomac and Shenandoah river valleys adds up to an amazing opportunity for park visitors and local community members to stay connected with their national park through recreation. There are 20-plus miles of hiking trails for all levels of interest and ability. The trails vary from easy, riverside strolls to four-mile moderate hikes through Civil War battlefields to seven-mile aerobic adventures to the top of mountains. 
The towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, West Virginia, have national park land in and around them, and several units of the national park system intersect here. Harpers Ferry is roughly the halfway point of the 2,178 mile Appalachian National Scenic Trail (AT), and the headquarters and visitor center for the AT, the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, is located in Harpers Ferry. The 185-mile-long towpath of Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park is accessible by a footbridge over the Potomac River. Hiking options abound for the residents of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, the population of the surrounding counties, and for the multitude of visitors from the Washington, D.C., area.
To encourage more folks to use the trails and increase the benefits of exercise, the Park Service will install clear and consistent trail markers on all the trails and create a new trail brochure for visitors.  Well-marked trails and a well-designed brochure will invite more use and reassure inexperienced hikers.

In addition to HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK the 2012 Active Trails grantees include: 
Antietam National Battlefield, Maryland
Catoctin Mountain Park, Maryland
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, California
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Tennessee
Gulf Islands National Seashore, Mississippi District, Florida
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, Louisiana
Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, Georgia
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, Alaska
Mesa Verde National Park, Colorado
New River Gorge National River, West Virginia
River Raisin National Battlefield Park, Michigan
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Michigan

A listing of these parks and their Active Trails project descriptions can be found on the National Park Foundation website.

The National Park Foundation and HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK wish to thank the Coca-Cola Foundation for their generous support of the Active Trails program. 

For more information on the National Park Foundation or how you can support and protect America’s national parks, please visit www.nationalparks.org.

For more information about Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, please visit www.nps.gov/hafe

About the National Park Foundation. You are the owner of 84 million acres of the world’s most treasured memorials, landscapes, ecosystems, and historic sites -- all protected in America’s nearly 400 national parks.  Chartered by Congress, the National Park Foundation is the official charity of America’s national parks.  We work hand in hand with the National Park Service to connect you and all Americans to the parks, and to make sure that they are preserved for the generations who will follow.  Join us in supporting your national parks -- this is your land. www.nationalparks.org
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