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On Saturday and Sunday, August 13th and 14th, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park invites the public to attend a special living history program, Giving Aid and Comfort: Medical and Relief Work During the Civil War.  Living history volunteers along with park staff will portray Harpers Ferry’s medical and relief efforts which provided aid and comfort to the thousands of soldiers fighting during the American Civil War.  The outpouring of funds and care was so vast that the relief effort was described as “an artery of the people’s love to the people’s army.” This program will tell the story of both the national and local civilian and military efforts to sustain the Union Army. 





In the autumn of 1864, General Philip Sheridan prepared his army for the Shenandoah Valley Campaign.  Harpers Ferry became a supply depot for food, equipment, ammunition and medical attention for the army in the field.  Commissary, Diet Kitchens, a Soldiers Rest, the U.S. Quartermaster, and Sanitary Commission were included in the vast sustenance needed for that army.  





Special exhibits will be open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  Ranger-guided walking tours will be offered at 1, 2, and 3 featuring how the town was utilized by both civilian and military operations from camp to grave and a historic weapons firing demonstration.





For additional information, please call the Information Center at 304-535-6029.
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Programming Schedule:





1:00 pm   "Beans Killed More Than Bullets: The Diet Kitchen" Two thirds of soldiers’ deaths in the American Civil War were due to diseases from bad food, septic conditions and vermin.   Join a Civil War soldier on his journey from the company of his comrades to the “patriot grave,” and discover the dangers lurking in the lives of every soldier in the American Civil War.





2pm, “The Hidden Enemy: Carriers of Disease”.  Discover the struggles for surgeon and soldier as they wage a battle to save lives.





3:00 pm   Summer of Fire: Make the Valley a Desert" Join this guided walking tour and weapons firing demonstration. The hot months of summer during the Civil War were the prime opportunity for an army to march and fight.  Join park rangers as they recount the fire that raged around Harpers Ferry during four long years of war.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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