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Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Awarded Park Stewards Grant
Twenty-one national parks receive grants from the National Park Foundation to support interactive and engaging projects that will strengthen Americans’ connection with their national parks
Harpers Ferry, WV (June 3, 2011) – The National Park Foundation announced that it is proud to award Harpers Ferry National Historical Park a grant to support a service learning project with Martinsburg High School.  Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Staff along with Renee Haines, a teacher from Martinsburg High School, and her students will develop and learn about natural resource management and watershed resources then engage and educate fellow students, the public, and decision makers through the use of websites, podcasts, and policy makers about the importance of watershed resources.  The grant is part of the National Park Foundation’s Park Stewards program which gives high school teachers and students the opportunity to build a deeper connection and sense of stewardship for their national parks through personal engagement and service learning projects. 
“It is an honor to receive this grant.” said Amber Kraft, Education Specialist. “During this project, students will be able to evaluate and chart the health of the Potomac and Shenandoah watershed resources.  They will develop and implement an advocacy plan designed to educate their peers, park visitors and the local community about the impact of their actions, the connectedness of life, and a pride and ownership in the national parks. “
Teacher Renee Haines will work at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park over the summer with park resource management and education staff.  Then, over the 2011-2012 school year, her biology classes will monitor and test park watershed resources; share their findings on the park’s website;  create podcasts to share on iTunes and YouTube; and encourage fellow students, community leaders, and government officials to support and promote healthy watershed-related practices.
“The Park Stewards program gives teachers and students the opportunity to participate in meaningful and educational, hands-on experiences in their national parks,” said Neil Mulholland, President and CEO of the National Park Foundation.  “By encouraging high school students to develop strong connections with the outdoors, we are helping to ensure that our parks will continue to be protected and preserved by future generations of park stewards.”
The National Park Foundation, in partnership with the Bank of America Foundation, awarded Park Stewards grants to 21 national parks across the country. 
A full list of grantees and project descriptions will be available on the National Park Foundation website. 

ABOUT HARPERS FERRY NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (NHP) is a unit of the National Park Service, under the Department of the Interior and includes land in West Virginia, Virginia and Maryland.  The Park is situated at the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers in the Blue Ridge Mountains and became a National Monument on June 30, 1944.  The park preserves approximately  4,000 acres along with the surviving structures of a 19th century industrial village and numerous archeological features.  In this preserved landscape the stories of 250 years of significant American history are told.
Harpers Ferry NHP Education is committed to experiential learning in the National Park Service setting.  Last year the Education branch welcomed nearly  40,000 students and offered a variety of onsite and offsite learning experiences.  The park’s educational programs specialize in multiple platforms of learning including: history and science experiences, technology based lessons, service-learning opportunities, hiking and wellness activities, school clubs, youth job programs, professional development for teachers, curriculum-based programming and a variety of material loan, and on-site school programming.
ABOUT THE NATIONAL PARK FOUNDATION
You are the owner of 84 million acres of the world’s most treasured landscapes, ecosystems, and historic sites -- all protected in America’s nearly 400 national parks.  Chartered by Congress, the National Park Foundation is the official charity of America’s national parks.  We work hand in hand with the National Park Service to connect you and all Americans to the parks, and to make sure that they are preserved for the generations who will follow.  
ABOUT MARTINSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

Martinsburg High School, located in Martinsburg, WV, serves a student population of approximately 1,700.  It ranks as one of the most diverse high schools in the state of West Virginia.  
    
Join us – This is Your Land. www.nationalparks.org 
FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nationalpark 
TWITTER http://twitter.com/goparks
    
###
