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Common Vision for Preservation

Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park

Common Vision for Preservation

For 70 years, congressional, state, and
local leaders, groups, and individuals
have shared a common vision for Harpers
Ferry—to create a national park in this
19th Century rural setting of Jefferson
County that 1s today one of West
Virginia’s finest treasures.
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Protecting History and Landscape

s
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School House Ridge

Protecting the Battlefield

In 2002, this vision preserved the pastoral
Murphy Farm. And in 2004 The Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park Boundary
Revision Act preserved the School House
Ridge battlefield and additional scenic
vistas protecting the park’s rural
landscape.
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Recently, the Civil War Preservation
Trust declared Harpers Ferry to be one of

LLC’s development

the Nation’s ten most endangered

battlefields due to the development threat

Old Standard poses to the park.

The National Park Conservation
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Association and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation have voiced similar

raises
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The land tells the story

Boliva Heights

School House Ridge

Top Ten Endangered Battlefield

During the battle of Harpers Ferry in
1862, four ridges dominated the
battlefield—Maryland, Loudoun, and
Bolivar Heights, and School House
Ridge.
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Historic Battlefield

View of the battlefield from Murphy Farm

Viewed from the Murphy Farm and
School House Ridge, the undeveloped,
unspoiled appearance of Bolivar Heights

South 1s an integral part of the 1862
battlefield.
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Historic Battlefield

View of the battlefield from School House Ridge North

Today, the land still gently slopes to the
Shenandoah River and the ridge 1s fully
forested. This prominent feature of the
battlefield appears much as General
Jackson observed it from his command
position on School House Ridge in 1862.
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Development in core of a natio
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Development in core of national park

Rezoning for commercial development
in the core of the national park would
be an egregious error conflicting with
the legislative purpose of the park. It
would desecrate a Civil War battlefield
and the views the park strives to protect.
The proposed rezoning is incompatible
with the rural use of adjoining park
lands.
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Development in core of a Civil War
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Maj. Gen. A.P. Hill CSA

Civil War soldiers fought on this land. In
September 1862, 39,000 troops were
engaged on the Harpers Ferry
Battlefield. Maj. Gen A.P. Hill reported

that

“The enemy occupied a ridge of hills
known as Bolivar Heights, extending
from the Potomac to the
Shenandoah...”



Harpers Ferry National Historical Park —a most endangered battiefield

Propased k.
Devpe?;pment i
National Park e |

/ Y‘:.-. o

“Having first shelled the woods over
which my route lay, I moved obliquely to
my right until I struck the Shenandoah.”

In the final hours, General AP Hill’s
flanking maneuver of 5,000 troops swept
the southern end of Bolivar Heights,
placing 3,000 troops and 20 cannon on
the Murphy Farm, affecting the largest
surrender of the Union forces during the
Civil War.
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Spoiled Landscape

Old Standard’s commercial
development cannot be hidden. It will
irreversibly impact the park by
compromising the rural scene which 1s
essential to the telling and understanding
of historic events that occurred at Harpers
Ferry.
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Based on available information this video simulates Old
Standard’s proposed development.

*What will 7-million sq. ft. of land disturbance look
like?

*27 buildings containing 2.3 million sq. ft. of floor
space

«What will the removal of 20-thousand trees look like
and how will it impact the forest ecology?

A four-lane road and asphalt lots for 6000 cars?
*What about traffic congestion?

*What will the noise, glare and reflection from this
development do to the serenity of the battlefield?

*How will it impact educational programs?

*What will reduced air quality and visibility do to the
enjoyment of the park?
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Preservation of Pivotal Civil War
Battlefield

In 2002, the National Park Service conducted
a study to expand the park’s boundary.

Extensive community outreach was
conducted with participation by public
officials, land owners and citizens. Four
public meetings were held in the county,
service clubs and organizations were
addressed and twice the NPS met with the
county commission about the study.
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Preservation of Pivotal Civil War battlefield
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The green area was initially considered in
the 2002 study, but not included in the
boundary expansion options because the
property was tied-up in bankruptcy and
would have delayed this vital park
legislation.

The National Park Service
completed its study for Congress in 2002.
The Old Standard property was
purchased in 2003 by the current owners.
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Hiking trails, exhibits and education

Public Use of park lands

The park has developed hiking trails and
placed exhibits throughout the battlefield
to help visitors explore and understand
the complexities of the battle. This
outdoor classroom serves 40,000 students
cach year from Jefferson County schools
and school systems throughout the nation.
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Economic benefit of preservation

Economic Benefit of Current Zoning

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park generates
more than 32.7 million dollars* annually to the
state and local economy.

The proposed Old Standard development will
spoil the natural beauty and historic scene of the
park landscape, affecting present and future
tourism and thus harming the local and state
economy.

Hundreds of millions of dollars already invested
to attract visitors and new business to the state
will be wasted by ruining this area’s premiere
attraction.

*Based on 1996 NPS economic report.
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Protect one of West Virginia’s finest treasures

To conserve the scenery and the natural and
historic objects and the wildlife therein and to

provide for the enjoyment of the same

in such manner and by such means as will leave

them UNim paired for the enjoyment of future
generations. — s :

The Jefferson County, West Virginia,
Comprehensive Plan-2004 and the Zoning and
Land Development Ordinance support the
preservation of, and oppose the destruction of, the
county’s nationally significant historic places.

The communities of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar are
unanimously against the rezoning. The National
Park Service opposes this rezoning and strongly
urges it not be adopted. Commercial development
should have a planned place in Jefferson County,
but not on an American Civil War battlefield or in
the heart of one of West Virginia’s finest
treasures.
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