Prelude to Freedom: The 1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry

September 13 – 15, 2012

Thursday September 13, 2012
150th Anniversary of the 1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry
10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Information/Orientation Tent (Lower Town Green)
11:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.

“1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry” Ranger Talk (Information/Orientation Tent) 




Join a Ranger to learn about Harpers Ferry's critical role in the Maryland 




Campaign.
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Battle of Maryland Heights Sesquicentennial Hike 

(Information/Orientation Tent)
Discover Maryland Heights, the key to defending Harpers Ferry. Hike with a Ranger across the Potomac River to the Naval Battery. (2 1/2 miles round trip)

1:00 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.

“1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry” Ranger Talk (Information/Orientation Tent)




Join a Ranger to learn about Harpers Ferry's critical role in the Maryland 




Campaign.
2:00 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

“1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry” Ranger Talk (Information/Orientation Tent)




Join a Ranger to learn about Harpers Ferry's critical role in the Maryland 




Campaign.
3:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Battle of Maryland Heights Sesquicentennial Hike
(Information/Orientation Tent)
Discover Maryland Heights, the key to defending Harpers Ferry. Hike with a Ranger across the Potomac River to the Naval Battery. (2 1/2 miles round trip)

7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Maryland Campaign Sesquicentennial Evening Lecture Series 





“For God’s Sake, Don’t Fall Back” - The Battle for Maryland Heights 





D. Scott Hartwig, Historian, Gettysburg National Military Park






Lecture at Mather Training Center




Reception & book signing to follow 

Friday September 14, 2012
150th Anniversary of the 1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry
10:00 A.M. – 10:00 P.M.

Information/Orientation Tent (Lower Town Green)
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Author/Sales Tent (Lower Town Green)




Join us in this tent for author events, to purchase books and commemoratives 



and for other special programming. All sales support park 






programs. Sponsored by the Harpers Ferry Historical Association
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Archeology Discovery Tent (Armory Grounds embankment)
Engage in "Hands on History" as you discover objects relating to everyday life in nineteenth century Harpers Ferry.  Learn about archeology and what it can reveal about the Civil War.
10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.

Family/Youth Tent (Lower Town)




Have your photo taken as a Civil War soldier. Dress up and learn Civil 





War drill. Go on a map search and win some Civil War trading cards. 





Enjoy a variety of other activities in the Family/Youth tent!   

11:00 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.

“Defeat & Victory” Ranger Walk (Bolivar Heights)




Join a Ranger to discover how the capture of 12, 500 Union soldiers led to the 




freedom of over 4 million people.
1:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.

“Lives in Limbo: Contraband Camp” (John Brown's Fort) 


Runaway slaves who came into Union lines were called contraband; enemy              

property confiscated by the Federal Army.  Step back to the tense days when runaways and freedmen’s lives were in limbo.

1:30 P.M. - 3:30 P.M.
“Stonewall's Greatest Victory" Battlefield Bus Tour (Author/Sales Tent) 
 Dennis Frye, Chief Historian, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park





Advanced Reservations Required (304) 535-2078
1:00 P.M. – 1:45 P.M.

 “Defeat & Victory” Ranger Walk (Bolivar Heights)




Join a Ranger to discover how the capture of 12, 500 Union soldiers led to the 




freedom of over 4 million people.
3:00 P.M. – 3:45 P.M.

“Defeat & Victory” Ranger Walk (Bolivar Heights)




Join a Ranger to discover how the capture of 12, 500 Union soldiers led to the 




freedom of over 4 million people.
6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

“Songs of Struggle & Freedom” Jasmine Muhammad (Author/Sales Tent)




Soprano Jasmine Muhammad illustrates the power of music in the





mid 19th Century African American community. 

7:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.
“The Desperate Hour” (Lower Town)

Who will be trapped and who will escape Confederate General Thomas Jackson’s ring of fire? Join this lantern light evening program.
Saturday September 15, 2012
150th Anniversary of the 1862 Battle of Harpers Ferry
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Information/Orientation Tent (Lower Town Green)
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Author/Sales Tent  (Lower Town Green)




Join us in this tent for author events, to purchase books and commemoratives 



and for other special programming. All sales support park 






programs. Sponsored by the Harpers Ferry Historical Association
10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Archeology Discovery Tent (Armory Grounds embankment)
 Engage in "Hands on History" as you discover objects relating to everyday life in nineteenth century Harpers Ferry.  Learn about archeology and what it can reveal about the Civil War.

10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.

Family/Youth Tent (Lower Town)




Have your photo taken as a Civil War soldier…dress up and learn some Civil 




War drill…Go on a Map Search and win some Civil War trading cards… and 




enjoy a variety of other activities in the Family & Youth tent!   
10:00 A.M. – 9:00 P.M.

“Lives in Limbo: Contraband Camp” (John Brown's Fort) 


Runaway slaves who came into Union lines were called contraband; enemy              

property confiscated by the Federal Army.  Step back to the tense days when runaways and freedmen’s lives were in limbo.

10:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.
“Like Rats in a Cage: Yankees trapped in a Ring of Fire” (Bolivar Heights) Experience the weapons, clothing, tactics and the stories of the doomed garrison. 
“Drive the Enemy into Extinction: Confederate General A P Hill outflanks the Yankees” (Murphy Farm) 
Join this Confederate living history demonstration.
11:00 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.

Keynote Address:  "September Suspense" (Author/Sales Tent)




Dennis Frye, Chief Historian, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park





Book signing to follow

11:00 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.

“Defeat & Victory” Ranger Walk (Bolivar Heights)




Join a Ranger and discover how the capture of 12, 500 Union soldiers led to the 




freedom of over 4 million people.
1:00 P.M. – 1:45 P.M.

“Defeat & Victory” Ranger Walk (Bolivar Heights)




Join a Ranger and discover how the capture of 12, 500 Union soldiers led to the 




freedom of over 4 million people.
1:00 P.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Sesquicentennial Panel Discussion (Author/Sales Tent)




Harpers Ferry 1862: Beyond the Battle 

   



Dr. William A. Blair; Dr. James K Bryant, II; Kathleen Ernst; 

   



D. Scott Hartwig; Moderator TBD

 



 Book signing to follow
1:30 P.M.- 3:30 P.M.
"Stonewall's Greatest Victory" Battlefield Bus Tour  (Author/Sales Tent)  
Dennis Frye, Chief Historian, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park





Advanced Reservations Required (304) 535-2078
3:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.
“Marching As To War” (Gathering Tent)

Military music encouraged and inspired a generation of young men to march off to war.  Join this Musical Presentation by the Wildcat Regimental Band and experience the music and milieu of 1862. 
4:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
“Cowards of Harpers Ferry” (Lower Town)

Learn the story of the Yankee surrender and parole and the enormous consequences. Join this program and living history demonstration. 
7:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Maryland Campaign Sesquicentennial Evening Lecture Series





Featuring Dr. Drew Gilpin Faust - President, Harvard University




Lecture at Mather Training Center




Reception & book signing to follow 
This schedule of events is subject to change

This event is made possible through the generous support of the Harpers Ferry Historical Association.

5/2/12 

