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2012 Summer Institute for Teachers

Freedom Rising, 1862: The Second Year of Civil War
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Presents
A History and Technology Workshop in partnership with Shepherd University
A Summer Institute for Teachers of Grades 4-12
With the coming of spring 1862 and the beginning of the second year of the Civil War, the landscape in and around Harpers Ferry had changed dramatically.  The two weapons factories in town were no more, their valuable machinery having been moved south to make arms for the Confederacy.  From a pre-war population of some 3,000 residents, by April 1862, perhaps a hundred or so remained.  And now, on Bolivar Heights, Camp Hill, as well as in the town of Harpers Ferry, Union campgrounds could be seen.  These soldiers made up a portion of what the Federals called the “Railroad Brigade,” a force stationed along the extremely important Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.  Colonel Dixon Miles, who had arrived the end of March 1862, was in command.  He would not survive the year.

During our 2012 Teachers’ Institute, we will consider questions of freedom, the impact of war, how Harpers Ferry was a key to the outcome of the war, and the continuing relevance of those issues today.  As part of this, we will explore the civilian story, the importance of the railroads and technology, and the new Union recruit experience.  We will focus much of our attention on the vitally important Maryland Campaign, and Lincoln’s subsequent issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation, a document that changed the whole nature of the war.

Please consider joining us for our 2012 Teachers’ Institute! No matter which subject you teach, we will have something for you, and conversely, we want you to share your ideas with your colleagues.  The study of history, often challenging and dry, should be vibrant, fun and relevant to other disciplines. We look forward to sharing some of the methods and hands-on activities we use here in the Park when school groups come to visit, including the use of technology (podcasting and/or digital storytelling).  All these methods and activities are intended to instill interest and excitement for our country’s story in young people, and that is precisely the goal that we in the Education Office have in mind for our teachers’ institutes.  

When will the institute take place?  June 18 – 22, 2012, 8:30 AM- 5:00 PM (with evening sessions, to be announced) at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.
What benefits will participants receive?  All participants will receive:
· Books and other teaching resource materials 
· Field Trips to sites in Harpers Ferry National Historic Park, Antietam National Battlefield Park,  and 
other historic areas 

· Three hours of graduate C&I credit are available from Shepherd University (approximately $115)
· Three hours of additional credit may be available from Shepherd University for a research component 
following the Institute.  This three credit class will cost an additional fee of approximately $115.
· The opportunity to network and share ideas with other educators

What must participants do?  Participants must attend and participate in the one week Summer Institute.  Although there is no charge for the institute, teachers will be responsible for their own lodging, meals, and travel.  Information about local lodging will be available.  
Who is eligible?  Any teacher of grades 4-12 who will have the opportunity to incorporate the study of this time period into their classroom instruction.

Want to participate?  Fill out the attached application form and have it signed by your school administrator.

When is the deadline?  Applications must be postmarked no later than March 16, 2012.  Applicants chosen to participate will be notified no later than the week of May 7, 2012.

For additional information:  Please contact: Catherine Bragaw, Education Program Manager at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park at 304.535.6283 or by e-mail at Catherine_Bragaw@nps.gov  or Jeff Driscoll at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park at 304.535.6293 or by e-mail at Jeff_Driscoll@nps.gov
APPLICATION TO TEACHER INSTITUTE

Freedom Rising, 1862: The Second Year of Civil War
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

June 18 - 22, 2012
Application deadline is Friday, March 16, 2012
I.  General Information

Name:
 ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
 City ___________________________________ State ____________ Zip code_____________

Home Phone:
_____________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________
Have you attended history institutes at Harpers Ferry NHP in the past?  _______________
How did you find out about this year’s summer institute for teachers? _________________

________________________________________________________________________________
Courses and grade levels you will teach next school year:  
Grade level: _____________________________________________________________________

Course(s) taught: _________________________________________________________________

How long have you been a teacher? _________________________________________________
II.  School Information

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ______________ Zip code_____________

County: ___________________________________________________________________________

School Phone: ___________________________ School Fax ________________________________

How many field trips do you take with your class each year? _____________________________
How many of those field trips are to historical sites? ____________________________________
III. Teacher Information
Please respond to the following statements by checking the best answer.  Please check only one answer for each question.  Thank you!

I feel proficient in my content knowledge specifically related to the history of the US during the second year of the Civil War.

· Strongly agree

· Agree

· Neutral

· Disagree

· Strongly disagree

I understand how the events of 1862 are relevant to my curriculum.

· Strongly agree

· Agree

· Neutral

· Disagree

· Strongly disagree

To better meet your needs, please rate your comfort level with teaching the historical significance of the second year of the Civil War:

· Very Uncomfortable

· Somewhat Uncomfortable

· Uncomfortable

· Comfortable

· Somewhat Comfortable

· Very Comfortable

Check all the types of resources below that you use to assist in your teaching.
· Teacher instructional materials/guides

· Student materials

· Teacher websites

· Student websites

· Hands-on activities

· Posters

· CD-ROMS

· Videos or DVDS

· Other ________________________________
What learning style do you prefer?  (Check all that apply)

· Listening

· Watching

· Writing

· Doing

Do you have any special needs when participating in this institute?

What do you hope to learn by participating in this teacher’s institute?  For example, are you most 
interested in content, taking back specific hands-on activities for use in your classroom, or hearing 
what methods others use in their classrooms?
If you’ve participated in any past institutes, please share how you’ve incorporated what you learned 
here into your classroom.
Signature of Applicant: ______________________________        Date: ___________________

Endorsement signature of your school administrator: ________________________________

Title: ___________________________________      Phone: ______________________________

This application should be postmarked or emailed no later than March 16, 2012 and sent to:







Catherine Bragaw
Education Program Manager
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
PO Box 65

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Catherine_Bragaw@nps.gov
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