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If you or someone you know might be 
interested in volunteering at Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, please contact 
the park’s volunteer coordinator at the 
address or phone number listed below. 
Volunteer today and give back!

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
Volunteer Coordinator
PO Box 65
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Phone
304.535.5017

Email
samantha_zurbuch@nps.gov

The National Park Service cares for the 
special places saved by the American    
people so that all may experiance our 
heritage. 

Volunteer of the Month • July 2013

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park would like 
to recognize Museum Management Intern Whitney 
Farmer as July’s Volunteer of the Month. 

Whitney is currently a graduate student in the Mu-
seum Science Program of Texas Tech University. She 
contributed significantly to the park with a total of 
1,120 hours of volunteer service from January to July. 
Furthermore she worked with a variety of museum 
management projects which include piloting the Pic 
in a Pic series on the park’s Facebook page, organiz-
ing and photographing collections for deaccession, 
continuing to catalog a biology collection from Stor-
er College, and day to day preventative maintenance 
in the exhibits.

Her work here allowed Whitney to understand many of the facets of museum 
management which in turn made her very versatile and knowledgeable about 
many of the park’s themes and issues. In one instance, where her horizons were 
broadened, a biology collection belonging to former Storer College biology in-
structor Madison Briscoe was found in the attic of a local Harpers Ferry resident 
and then donated to the park. She is in the process of cataloging and categorizing 
these previously unknown and unseen artifacts into the park’s museum collection. 
Furthermore, Whitney has been working on and has almost completed a project 
to document artifacts for deaccession. These objects no longer fit in the park’s 
Scope of Collection Statement and were removed from display by the early 1990’s. 
The objects were a mix of donated and loaned objects from two different sources. 
At the conclusion of this project, these objects will be deaccessioned and offered 
to other interested museums. Aside from these large scale projects she worked 
closely with the park’s museum technician, Michelle Hammer, on the day to day 
housekeeping, or preventative maintenance, of exhibits and the artifacts included 
with them.

Whitney’s favorite and most rewarding project has been her Pic in a Pic program; 
which she piloted since arriving at Harpers Ferry. She enjoys the research behind 
a Pic in a Pic, consisting of background research on a historic photograph and 
finding where the original photographer was standing when they took the picture. 
After completing the research she then takes a modern photograph, with the old 
picture being held in the foreground, where it was originally taken. Through these 
posts, she has been able to connect the modern scene with the history of the area 
by using the park’s historic photograph collection. 

While her time at Harpers Ferry is coming to a close, Whitney has exemplified 
what a dedicated and hardworking intern accomplishes throughout an internship 
and we wish her the best of luck in the future.
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