
 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A ™  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

George Washington 
Memorial Parkway 

700 George Washington Mem. Pkwy. 
McLean, VA 22101 
 
703 289-2500 phone 
703 289-2598 Fax 

George Washington Memorial Parkway News Release 

Release Date: Immediate 

Contact: Lee Werst (Chief Ranger) or Matthew Virta (Cultural Resource Manager)  

Phone Number: 703 289-2500  

Date: 4/24/2013 

Marine Corps War Memorial Chosen to Compete in Partners 
in Preservation Program 

Rosslyn, Virginia -- Today, American Express and the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

announced that the Marine Corps War Memorial has been chosen to participate in Partners in 

Preservation, a community-based initiative that will award $1 million in grants to Washington, D.C. 

metro area historic places. Partners in Preservation invites Washington, D.C. metro area residents, 

and anyone who loves the Capitol Region, to help choose the historic places they think most deserve 

preservation funding. 

As one of 24 historic places selected, the Marine Corps War Memorial will compete for funds to 

carefully clean, wax, and re-gild the large outdoor sculpture at its center. Each of the six giant bronze 

figures accumulates dirt, pollution, bird droppings, pollen, and natural weathering residues that must 

be removed with specialized pressure washing equipment. Because the statue is depicted with 

photographic realism, workers will need scaffolding and lifts to reach every angle and crevice of 

clothing and muscle, from the base of the memorial to its top 60 feet above the ground. 

Vote, Share, Check-in and Snap to help the Marine Corps War Memorial 

Beginning today through May 10, the community is invited to visit www.PartnersinPreservation.com 

to help the Marine Corps War Memorial earn points by voting online and via mobile once a day, 

every day, sharing with friends via Twitter, checking in on Foursquare and taking photos on 

Instagram. The site that receives the highest number of points is guaranteed to receive grant funding. 



 

 

At the end of the program, a Partners in Preservation advisory committee comprised of Washington-

area civic and preservation leaders will recommend how the remainder of the preservation grants 

will be awarded. Full details on voting terms and how to earn points for sites can be found at 

www.PartnersinPreservation.com. 

Celebrate History on Open House Weekend 

During the first weekend in May participating historic places will celebrate the community’s history 

together by hosting events during the Partners in Preservation Open House Weekend. Members of 

the community are invited to visit the participating historic places, learn more about the area’s 

history and help earn points for the participating sites in the final days of the program. 

On Friday, Friday, May 3 there will be a free outdoor screening of Sands of Iwo Jima, the 1949 film 

about the Battle of Iwo Jima, at 8 pm. Everyone is invited to bring a lawn chair to the reviewing stand 

at the Marine Corps War Memorial to watch John Stryker (John Wayne) turn new recruits into 

Marines ready to fight for the island of Iwo Jima. An iconic photograph taken during the battle 

inspired the statue at the center of the memorial. Sands of Iwo Jima is not rated. 

On Sunday, May 5 the public is invited to drop in at the memorial between 11 am and 3 pm to 

explore little-known secrets of the statue. Rangers will host activities and offer short talks on the 

contents of the memorial’s cornerstone, graffiti inside the memorial’s base, and the amazing process 

by which workers climbed inside the memorial’s figures to piece them together in 1954. 

About Partners in Preservation 

Launched in 2006, Partners in Preservation is a program in which American Express, in partnership 

with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, awards preservation grants to historic places 

across the country. American Express has committed more than $15 million to Partners in 

Preservation, helping historic sites in seven cities to date, including San Francisco, Chicago, New 

Orleans, Boston, Seattle, Saint Paul/Minneapolis and New York, and has engaged more than a 

million people. 

Through this partnership, American Express and the National Trust for Historic Preservation seek 

to increase the public’s awareness of the importance of historic preservation and to preserve 

America’s historic and cultural places. The program also hopes to inspire long-term support from 

local citizens for the historic places at the heart of their communities. For more information, visit 

PartnersinPreservation.com or Facebook.com/PartnersinPreservation, or follow us on Twitter at 

Twitter.com/PartnersinPres. 



 

 

About the Marine Corps War Memorial 

Based on an iconic image of the second flag-raising on the island of Iwo Jima during World War II, 

the Marine Corps War Memorial is dedicated to "the Marine dead of all wars and their comrades of 

other services who fell fighting beside them." The memorial is located in Arlington, Virginia and is 

open year-round from 6 am until midnight. The Marine Corps War Memorial is administered by the 

George Washington Memorial Parkway, a unit of the National Park Service. 
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