George Washington Carver National Monument launches Teacher to Ranger to Teacher program!

George Washington Carver National Monument hosted a local teacher for the first time as part of the Teacher to Ranger to Teacher program.  This program is an opportunity for local teachers to become park rangers, “teacher-rangers”, in local national parks.  One of the main purposes is reaching Title I student populations.  

This year’s teacher-ranger was Kathy Arnold, Title I Supervisor for East Newton R-VI School District.  [image: image1.jpg]


During the school year she reaches at least 150 students at both Granby Elementary and Triway Elementary, focusing on enhancing math and reading skills.  For eight weeks in the summer, the teacher-ranger worked in the park as an interpretive park ranger, wearing the official National Park Service uniform and conducting guided tours and educational activities, presenting programs offsite for schools, libraries, and civic groups, organizing and staffing a booth for special events, staffing the visitor center, and more.  
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Teacher-rangers have one special project assignment: creating educational products for use at the national park and in the school classroom.  Ms. Arnold created science lessons which will supplement the park’s existing curriculum-based education programs and will also be offered to other visitors.  Lessons focus on the sweet potato, soybean, peanut, cotton, food preservation, and plants.  
As part of the Teacher to Ranger to Teacher program, teacher-rangers wear the National Park Service uniform at school during National Park Week in April, making presentations to other students, teachers, and schools/buildings.  The staff of George Washington Carver National Monument is confident that teacher-ranger Arnold will successfully engage students and other teachers in the rich educational resources found at national parks.  Her summertime experience with the Teacher to Ranger to Teacher program and the lessons she created will help provide opportunities for students, teachers, and staff to connect to their national heritage through the National Park Service.  For further information, please visit the following webpage:
http://www.nps.gov/learn/trt/.
