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BACKGROUND:		Mammals have very distinctive characteristics 				that separate them from other vertebrate 					animals.  They have some type of hair and 					they have milk glands.  Most mammals have a 					heavy covering of hair that is commonly 					called "fur."  Most also have body appendages 				for locomotion called legs or flippers.  					Mammals have teeth that are specialized to 					accommodate the specific foods in their diet.  				Most mammals reproduce by live birth.





COASTAL CRIITER:  SANTA ROSA BEACH MOUSE (Peromyscus polionotus 			   							leucocephalus)





GENERAL			The Santa Rosa Beach Mouse is a small rodent INFORMATION:		that lives only among the sand dunes of Santa 				Rosa Island.  It is one of 8 sub-species of 					mice that live in sand dune ecosystems.


				Beach mice are nocturnal (sleep during


				daylight, are active at night).  They burrow


				in the sand for shelter and with their white 				fur coats, blend in quite well with the sand.


				During the day, people may see their tiny


				tracks as evidence of their nights'


				activities.  





				The diet of the beach mouse consists of plant 				seeds and insects.  They prefer to live on 					dunes with patches of sea oats, beach grass 					and shrubs.  These mice are not known to live 				in buildings or residences.





				Due to the small population of the Santa Rosa 				Beach Mouse, it is considered to be a 						threatened species (meaning it needs special 				protection in order to survive and increase).  				The greatest measure of protection comes from 				good conservation and stewardship of the sand 				dunes where it lives.  Further protection is 				afforded by prohibiting dogs and cats on 					Santa Rosa Island beaches.





				In the food chain, the Santa Rosa Beach Mouse 				serves as natural prey for island hawks and 					snakes.
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COASTAL CRITTER:    NINE-BANDED ARMADILLO (Dasypus novemcinctus)





DESCRIPTION:		Looking more like a scaly lizard than a furry mammal, the 9-Banded Armadillo trots about in search of insects, digging them out of the ground with its stout and long front claws. The armadillo is about 2½ feet long when fully grown. It has little fear of most predators because its body, head and tail are encased in hard, bony plates.  Its name, bestowed by Spanish conquistadors, means "little armored one".  The armadillo has a long snout that contains its nose and mouth and very short stubby teeth.  Its small teeth


				are well back in its mouth, so it cannot bite


				in self defense.  The armadillo's armor is


				its best protection.  The name of the 						9-Banded Armadillo comes from the fact that 					it has 9 bands of armored plates over its 					body.





HABITAT/ECOLOGY:	The armadillo is a longtime resident of 					Mexico and southwestern states in the United 				States; however, in the 1950s, it was able to 				cross the Mississippi River and has now 					spread eastward as far as Florida.  It is 					primarily an insect and worm eater.  The


				armadillo uses its sharp claws and keen


				sense of smell to wreak havoc with lawns and 				fields where its prey of grub worms and 					earthworms abound below the surface 						(sometimes as far as 8 inches).  The 						armadillo does not eat vegetation, even 					though it digs up flowers, shrubs and grasses 				in search of its favored worm.  The female 					always produces 4 identical quadruplets of 					the same sex every year in a den usually dug 				under some object such as the roots of a tree 				or the foundation of a house.  These animals 				feed primarily at night, but will venture out 				on cool cloudy days when there is an 						abundance of moisture.





CONSERVATION:		Very few people wish to conserve the armadillo because of the damage they cause to lawns and farms by digging deep holes in search of worms.  As the bodies seen along roadways indicate, their worst enemy is a human driving an automobile.  They are seldom preyed upon by wolves and coyotes because of their hard shell. They do, however, play an important ecological role as predators of the insect larvae called grub worms.  They also help to balance the ant population by eating ant larvae.  Thus, they are another link in the overall food chain of the ecosystems where they thrive. Because they always produce four identical offspring, armadillos are also used by scientists doing research on human medical problems including genetics and leprosy.
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COASTAL CRITTER #19:  RACCOON (Procyon lotor)





DESCRIPTION:		Easily recognized by their bushy ringed tails 				and the black masks across their eyes, 						raccoons are familiar mammals across most of 				the United States.  Raccoons are stocky 					animals with great climbing and swimming 					abilities.  Their front paws are shaped like 				and work similarly to the human hand.  Thus, 				they are adept at catching fish, frogs and 					crayfish by groping in the shallows of swamps 				and streams.  Raccoons also love to catch 					clams.  As you walk along the bank of a small 				stream or lake, you may see a pile of clam 					shells where a raccoon recently feasted on 					its own version of "clam chowder."  Raccoons


				also eat bird and sea turtle eggs.





HABITAT/ECOLOGY:	Raccoons have adapted well to the presence of 				humans.  Their natural habitat is in a forest 				containing ample food and water.  As humans 					encroach, however, raccoons accommodate their 				presence by accepting human-generated garbage 				as a substitute food source.  For example,


				many campers will confirm raccoon paws are


				able to open many coolers where they help


				themselves to dinner!  In addition to small 					animals, raccoons also eat wild fruits and 					berries.  Unfortunately, they also like 					domesticated fruits and vegetables; 						therefore, farmers do not like to see the 					results of a nighttime visit from the cute 					little rascals.  Their predators are larger 					animals such as the bobcat, coyote, wolf or 					bear.  Because the populations of most of 					these predators have been reduced by humans, 				they offer little control to the raccoon 					population.





				The most serious damage to humans from 						raccoons is their capability to carry and 					transmit the rabies virus.  Consequently 					because raccoons have become so closely 					associated with human habitats, humans must 					always have domestic pets immunized against 					the rabies virus and avoid all direct contact 				with the raccoon at all times.
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COASTAL CRITTER #2 & #20:  BOTTLE-NOSED DOLPHIN (Tursiops											    truncatus)





DESCRIPTION:		Dolphin is the name of a sea mammal						closely related to whales and porpoises.  					dolphins are not fish as is popularly 						believed.  They are warm-blooded, have lungs 				to breathe air and feed their young with 					milk.  Normally dolphins make shallow dives 					and remain underwater for short periods of 					time.  They breathe approximately once or 					twice a minute through an opening called a 					blowhole that is located in the top of their 				heads.





Many scientists believe that dolphins rank among the most intelligent of the animals, along with chimpanzees and dogs. Dolphins and porpoises, being closely related, are very similar in appearance.  The chief differences occur in the snout and teeth. Dolphins have a beak-like snout and cone-shaped teeth.  Porpoises have a rounded snout and flat or spade-shaped teeth.  The Bottle-Nosed Dolphin ranges from 8 to 10 feet in length and weighs up to 500 pounds.  Dolphins have dark gray backs with the underside being a lighter gray.  They have two paddle-shaped front flippers that look more like fish fins than the common mammal legs.  They also have a pair of powerful tail flippers called flukes. Dolphins can reach speeds up to 35 mph!  The skin of dolphins is smooth and rubbery.  They have a thick layer of fat called blubber that lies beneath the skin.  The fat aids in keeping the dolphin warm and serves as a storage place for food. Because blubber is lighter than water, it may also help keep them from sinking.  





				Dolphins have a highly developed sense of 					hearing and are very vocal.  The audio tape: 				"Voices of the Earth" included in the trunk 					contains examples of dolphin sounds.  They 					can hear a wide range of low and high-pitched 				sounds, including many that are beyond the 					range of human hearing.  Dolphins also have 					good vision, and the entire surface of their 				bodies has a keen sense of touch.  All these 				senses function well both above and below the 				surface of the water.  Dolphins have no sense 				of smell.








				Dolphins have a natural sonar system also


				used by bats called echolocation which helps 				them locate underwater objects in their path.  				A dolphin locates such objects by making a 					series of clicking sounds.  These sounds 					leave the animal's body through the melon, an 				organ on top of the head.  The melon consists 				of special fatty tissue that directs the 					sounds forward.  Echoes are produced when the 				sounds reflect from an object in front of the 				dolphin.  By listening to the echoes, the 					animal determines the location of the object.





				Dolphins possess great leaping ability which 				can be seen as they swim and leap offshore, 					much to the delight of beachgoers.  These 					playful, intelligent animals sometimes 						develop new "tricks" by watching the antics 					of other leaping dolphins and then copying 					them.





HABITAT/ECOLOGY:	Dolphins are totally marine animals and never 				intentionally come out on land.  Occasionally 				one may wash ashore and become stranded.


				This has become more common and has sparked


				concern about the health of our marine 						waters.  Dolphins are very social animals,


traveling in family groups known as pods. Fish and squid serve as their primary food source.  Large sharks, such as the Great White Shark, are the natural predators of dolphins.





CONSERVATION:		Dolphins seem to be one of the animals that 					have little fear of humans.  They playfully 					follow boats, are easily trained to assist in 				military operations and often appear to 					perform entertaining antics for the pleasure 				of humans.  Because of the inherent 						intelligence of the dolphin and the 						opportunity to learn from its uniqueness, the 				United States goes to great lengths to 						protect it from harm.  However, some Asian 					societies use the dolphin as a major source 					of food and oil-based products.  The dolphin 				is also threatened by large fishing fleets.  				Commercial tuna fishers are responsible for 					the largest number of dolphin deaths due to 					trapping them in their tuna nets.  As a 					result, a conservation movement in the United 				States started in 1990 that caused leading 					United States canning companies to refuse to 				accept tuna caught in nets that also trapped 				and killed dolphins.  The playfulness,


				friendliness and intelligence of the dolphin


				have won it fame as a star performer in


				marine aquariums.
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