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During the Revolutionary War most American women remained at their homes performing              

                        their customary tasks of cooking, cleaning, and rearing children.  For those whose husbands or       

                        older sons had gone off to fight in the war there were the additional responsibilities of 

                        managing farms or businesses.  These tasks were further complicated when either the British or 

                        American armies were close at hand, trampling crops, seizing foodstuffs and looting homes and 

                        businesses.  Also troubling was when word came home that the husband or son had been 

                        wounded, killed, or inexplicably lost in the maelstrom of war.

                        
At Guilford Courthouse National Military Park are monuments honoring the wartime 

                        Activities of two courageous and dedicated women – Kerenhappuch Norman Turner and Martha 

                        McFarland McGee Bell.  Their experiences are in some way typical of thousands of American women 

                        who were drawn into the Revolutionary War by circumstances which were byond their control.
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Women Honored at Guilford Courthouse





Kerenhappuch Turner





	Kerenhappuch Norman Turner was born in central Virginia about 1733.  She was married to James Turner and moved to Maryland sometime before 1775.  She is said to have had a son badly wounded at the battle of Guilford Courthouse.  Somehow, Mrs. Turner received word of her son’s injury.  Family tradition says that she rode by horseback from Maryland to Guilford Courthouse, where she found her son and nursed him back to health.


	The bronze plaque on the monument’s granite base reads:





EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
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A Heroine of ’76


Mrs. Kerenhappuch Turner


Mother of Elizabeth


The Wife of Joseph


Morehead of N.C. And


Grandmother of Captain


James and of John Morehead


A Young N.C. Soldier Under


Greene, Rode Horse-back from


Her Maryland Home and At


Guilford Courthouse Nursed


To Health A Badly Wounded Son





Martha Bell





	Martha McFarland was born in 1735 in present-day Alamance County, North Carolina.  Her first marriage was to John McGee, a prosperous farmer and trader.  After John McGee’s death she married William Bell and moved to Bell’s Mill on Deep River in Randolph County.  Tories made it dangerous for William to remain at home, so Mrs. Bell was left with the responsibility of operating their gristmill.


	Following the battle of Guilford Courthouse, Lord Cornwallis, in desperate need of facilities to grind corn meal to feed his hungry redcoats, stopped at Bell’s Mill.  Martha Bell, who was characterized as a “woman of strong mind, ardent temperament, and remarkably firm resolution” confronted the British general and promised to burn the mill if the redcoats molested either herself or her property.  With this threat she was able to extract a promise from Lord Cornwallis that he would protect his unwilling hostess and her possessions.


	The granite monument to the defiant Mrs. Bell was erected in 1928 by the Alexander Martin Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  It reads:





	Completed in 1902 by her Morehead family descendents, the lovely bronze statue atop the monument’s base depicts Mrs. Turner with a cup of water and a towel; the humble tools family history says this dedicated mother used to heal her wounded son.





Mrs. Martha McFarland McGee Bell


1735-1820


Loyal Whig—Enthusiastic Patriot


Revolutionary Heroine





























