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   Peter Francisco:PRIVATE 

 Portuguese Hero of Guilford Court House 


On July 9, 1760, at Porto Judeu on the island of Terceira in the Portuguese Azores, a son, Pedro was born to Francisco Machado Luiz and his wife Antonio Maria.  Five years later, June 23, 1765, a small boy with dark eyes, hair and complexion was abandoned on a dock at City Point (now Hopewell), Virginia.  He had no identification and did not speak English, but his shoe buckles were monogrammed with "P. F." and his response to every question was "Pedro Francisco".


This foundling, called Peter Francisco by the Virginians who raised him, grew to be a formidable man; more than six feet tall and weighing about 260 pounds, with amazing strength and courage.  As a teenager, he joined the Continental Army, and served with such distinction in the Revolutionary War that one of his officers wrote: "He never entered battle without distinguishing himself eminently and it was the opinion of all his fellow soldiers that his services were individually equal to six or eight of the best soldiers of the army".  He displayed conspicuous gallantry in virtually every battle of the Revolution, suffering a number of frightful wounds which would have disabled a lesser man.  At war's end he became a farmer, married, and raised a large family.  In 1828 he was appointed sergeant-at-arms of the Virginia legislature, a post he held until his death in 1831.


Although he never learned the place or year of his birth, or the reason for his abandonment in America, modern research strongly suggests that Peter Francisco was, in fact, the child born in the Azores in 1760.  As such, he was one of the earliest Portuguese-American heroes in our nation's history.


There are many stories recounting the strength and courage of Peter Francisco.  They are all colorful, some are quite incredible, but most cannot be supported with the kind of documentary evidence historians need to establish the truth.  However, we are fortunate because Peter Francisco left several first-hand accounts of his Revolutionary War service.  These generally took the form of pension applications written in his later years when, like many Revolutionary veterans, the effects of old wounds and age made it difficult for Francisco to support his family by his own labor.


The following is a transcript of a petition written by Peter Francisco on February 15, 1828, and addressed to the Virginia legislature and the United States Congress.  It is transcribed exactly as Francisco wrote it, with additions or corrections made for the sake of clarity contained in parentheses.











Peter Francisco











Virginia


To the Honourable the Speaker and the Honourable the Members of the House of Delegates and the Senate and Congress of the United States.


Your petitioner Peter Francisco humbly represents that he engaged in the glorious War of the Revolution in 1777.  He was in the Battles of Brandywine and German Town and the storming of Stony Point and (was) the second man who scaled the walls of the fort, after which a charge was ordered to be made in which your petitioner received a bayonet wound of extraordinary magnitude through the lower abdomen.  Your petitioner killed the man at the flag staff who held the bayonet upon which your petitioner charged.


Your petitioner assisted at the Mud Island Fort (Fort Mifflin) on the Delaware River which was bravely defended by Colo(nel Samuel) Smith now in the Senate of the United States.  Your petitioner was also in the battle at Monmouth in which he was wounded by a musket ball in the right thigh, the effects of which your petitioner sensibly feels in his old age, at times, in rainy or inclement weather, so as to give him considerable pain when he attempts to walk.


Your petitioner was in many skirmishes about New York and Philadelphia under Colo(nel Daniel) Morgan.


Your petitioner then came on to Virginia and volunteer'd under Colo(nel William) Mayo of Powhatan County.  He was present at General (Horatio) Gates's defeat battle of Camden, (South Carolina) after the battle had nearly subsided, he saved the life of his Colonel by killing an officer who he discovered was in act of taking the life of the Colonel, a few minutes after which your petitioner immediately run him through the body with his bayonet and killed him on the spot.


Your petitioner then mounted the horse of his adversary and rode through (British Lieutenant Colonel Banastre) Tarleton's cavalry making them believe he was a Tory, by crying out (")Huzzah my brave boys, we have conquered the d--n rebels.(")  Your petitioner after making his escape in this way, he got in with (illegible) exhausted with fatigue; finding the Coln. in this situation, he gave him the horse which he had taken to ride to Hillsborough--Coln. Mayo feeling grateful to your petitioner, by his word promised to your petitioner one thousand acres of land on Rich Land Creek in Kentucky, which land he never got, the title being defective.


Your petitioner again returned to Virginia and understanding that Lord Cornwallis with his army were advancing through the Southern States.  He a second time volunteered his services under Capt. (Thomas) Watkins of Prince Edward County and was at the Battle of Guilford N.C. at the close of the action Colo. (William) Washington ordered a charge with his Dragoons on eight hundred of the British troops called by the King's or Queen's Guards who laid by, as a reserve to cut off the retreat of the militia, in this charge your petitioner received a wound in the thigh the whole length of the bayonet.  He killed four of the enemy in the presence of Colo. Washington who was near him.


Sometime after your petitioner's return from the Battle of Guilford your petitioner fell in with nine of Tarleton's cavalry, a plundering party, at the house of a Mr. Ward in the County of Amelia, one of whom demanded of your petitioner his knee buckles, watch, etc.  Your petitioner refused to comply with the demand and told him if he wanted them he must help himself to them.  Your petitioner had no arms about him at that time, in order to secure the buckles the paymaster who was one of the party, put his sword under his arm and when he was in the act of taking off the buckles your petitioner drew his sword from under his arm and gave him a blow on the head, which killed him.  Your petitioner killed two other of the company and called with a loud voice to our people, to come and help this petitioner to take them, they believing that our troops were near, which was not the case, went off in a fright, and your petitioner took possession of all their horses, except one on which the vidette was sitting.  They were part of about 400 men who were on their way to Prince Edward Court House to destroy our Military stores which were deposited at that place.


Your petitioner has met with considerable losses.  He has sustained a few years past, the loss of all his crop of tobacco by fire, his smoke house with a large quantity of bacon, etc.  Your petitioner has been compelled to sell his land, and in his old age has become poor.


Your petitioner prays this Honourable House to grant him a section of public land for the support of himself and family, and such pecuniary compensation as many enable him and his family to live free from want.  Your petitioner was always a sober man and for many years lived the life of an industrious farmer.  Your faithful old soldier appeals to the justice and magnanimity of this Honourable House to make such provision for your old volunteer soldier as may be deemed reasonable.

February 15, 1828





Peter Francisco
Guilford Courthouse NMP
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