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Guilford Courthouse National Military Park
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act News Release
For Immediate Release:  03/18/2010
Contact:  Charles Cranfield (336) 288-1776
 Park Announces Closure of Battlefield Tour Road and Parking Areas 
for Repair and Repaving.

Greensboro, NC – The National Park Service has awarded a $ 435,193.25 contract under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to Sharpe Brothers a Greensboro company that is a Division of Vecellio & Grogan, Inc. a highway construction company based in Beckley, WV.   
The company will mill, repave, paint and improve drainage along the 2.3 mile tour road through the park.  “These improvements will allow the National Park Service to provide better service to the 500,000 visitors to Guilford Courthouse National Military Park that arrive each year. In addition to creating local jobs, this project supports the tourism industry that is so important to the economic vitality of this community,” said Charles Cranfield, the Park Superintendent.
The work will require temporary closures of the tour road for periods of days and weeks.  The first phase beginning April 7 will involve milling 1.5 inches of asphalt from the surface of the tour road.  The road will be kept open as long as possible after the milling is completed.

The first area to be repaved will be the short section west of Old Battleground Road near the Visitor Center.  During this phase visitor access to the Visitor Center will be disrupted for only a few hours. The larger section east of Old Battleground Road will be milled but unpaved while granite waterways are extended along the roadside. The milled road will be rough but until paving begins the road will remain open.  Once paving begins the road will be closed for several weeks.
While we regret inconveniencing any of our visitors, we are committed to completing this project as soon as possible. As work progresses, updates will be provided and changes/clarifications to this schedule will be released as soon as available.  Updates will also be included on the park web site at www.nps.gov/guco.  
Continued

The ARRA funds are part of a stimulus package that is an important component of the President's plan to jumpstart the economy and put a down payment on addressing long-neglected challenges so the country can thrive in the 21st century.  Under the ARRA, Interior is making an investment in conserving America's timeless treasures – our stunning natural landscapes, our monuments to liberty, the icons of our culture and heritage – while helping American families and their communities prosper again. Interior is also focusing on renewable energy projects, the needs of American Indians, employing youth and promoting community service.
“With its investments of Recovery Act funds, the Department of the Interior and its bureaus are putting people to work today to make improvements that will benefit the environment and the region for many years to come,” Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar said.

Secretary Salazar has pledged unprecedented levels of transparency and accountability in the implementation of the Department’s economic recovery projects. The public will be able to follow the progress of each project on www.recovery.gov and on www.interior.gov/recovery. Secretary Salazar has appointed a Senior Advisor for Economic Recovery, Chris Henderson, and an Interior Economic Recovery Task Force to work closely with Interior’s Inspector General and ensure the recovery program is meeting the high standards for accountability, responsibility, and transparency set by President Obama.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


