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William Hooper (1742-1790), raised in Boston, moved to Wilmington, North Carolina to practice law.  In 1776, the colony elected Hooper as one of North Carolina’s delegates to the Continental Congress.  John Adams considered him one of the “great orators of congress.”  


William Hooper is known in history as the “Prophet of Independence.”  Hooper said, “The Colonies are striding fast to independence, and ere long will build an empire upon the ruins of Great Britian; will adopt its Constitution… and then farewell to Old England.”





John Penn (1741-1788) was the third North Carolinan to sign the Declaration.  He moved to North Carolina in 1774 as a lawyer from Virginia. Penn’s remains were re-interred at Guilford Courthouse in 1894 next to those of Hooper.


In Congress, Penn disagreed with Hooper and Hewes on many issues.  At first, Penn was neither for or against independence.  He was more concerned about financial problems that came with independence but finally accepted separation; King George was uncompromising.


Penn too, by including his name on the famous document, risked life and death.  


Even though Hooper, Hewes, and Penn were not natives of North Carolina, they gave the colony a leading role in establishing America’s independence.  


William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and John Penn are lesser known Founding Fathers that “had one outstanding thing in common—the moment of glory they shared as North Carolina’s signers of the Declaration of Independence.”  The choices these men made could have resulted in death. However, America gained independence and NC signers’ legacy lives on.  They signed their lives away in hopes of a better future. 








Joseph Hewes (1730-1779), moved to Willimington, North Carolina where he ran a successful shipping business. 


Hewes first voted to remain under the King in Congress. By March of 1776, He stated, “[There is] no prospect of a reconcilliation--nothing left to do but fight it out.” 


Hewes helped write the Halifax Resolves in April 1776, which allowed the NC delegates to vote yea on the Declaration of Independence. North Carolina was the first colony to do so! 


Hewes died in Philadelphia and was buried in a grave at the Christ Churchyard. In 1894, the Guilford Battleground Company could not locate his remains for removal to Guilford Courthouse.  To this day, Hewes resides at his original burial place.  


As his fellow delegates, Hewes risked his life by signing his name to the Declaration.  By openly declaring “treason” through the Halifax Resolves and the Declaration, King George could have had Hewes’ head on a platter. 
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In 1894, the Guilford Battleground Company reinterred Hooper’s remains in the battlefield to honor his role in North Carolina’s movement for independence.  The bronze statue on the monument is Hooper dressed in colonial garments in an orator’s stance.  


By signing his name to the Declaration of Independence, Hooper acted in open defiance against Great Britian. It would have resulted in his death had he been caught by the British. 








Have you ever heard of Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and George Washington? These are familiar names connected with the Declaration of Independence, which affirmed separation from England. At this site, there are three additional signers of this important document—William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, and John Penn. North Carolina held an important and leading role in establishing America’s independence; she was the first to vote yes on liberty. Here at Guilford Courthouse, where these men lie in their final place, we can learn how and why these three brave seekers of liberty and justice perhaps signed their lives away.  They risked their lives and dreams for their future—for us.  











North Carolina’s Signers of the Declaration of Independence
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Signing Your Life Away
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Signers Monument, 2000s








Signers Monument, 1900s








The signatures of North Carolina’s signers of the   United States Declaration of Independence























