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G R A N D  T E T O N  I S  O N E  PA R K  O F  M A N Y …  

…  4 1 1  A R E A S  M A K E  U P  T H E  N P S  S Y S T E M  



NPS ORGANIC ACT 

…  t o  c o n s e r v e  t h e  s c e n e r y  a n d  t h e  
n a t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s  a n d  t h e   
w i l d l i f e  t h e r e i n  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e   
e n j o y m e n t  o f  t h e  s a m e  i n  s u c h  m a n n e r   
a n d  b y  s u c h  m e a n s  a s  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e m   
u n i m p a i r e d  f o r  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  f u t u r e   
g e n e r a t i o n s …  



CONCESSIONS 

C o n c e s s i o n e r s  a r e  p a r k  
p a r t n e r s ,  w h o  h e l p  

f u l f i l l  t h e  N P S  M i s s i o n  

" F a r  a n d  a w a y  t h e  b e s t  p r i z e  t h a t  

l i f e  h a s  t o  o f f e r  i s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  

w o r k  h a r d  a t  w o r k  w o r t h  d o i n g . "  

T h e o d o r e  R o o s e v e l t  

 



BUSINESS RESOURCES 

• B u s i n e s s  R e s o u r c e s  m a n a g e s  
t h e  c o n t r a c t s  &  p e r m i t s  
h e l d  b y  c o n c e s s i o n e r s  a n d  
o t h e r  c o m m e rc i a l  o p e r a t o r s .  

• L i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r k  
a n d  c o n c e s s i o n e r s .  

• Yo u  m a y  s e e  u s  a ro u n d  t h e  
p a r k ,  c o n d u c t i n g  
e v a l u a t i o n s .   

CONTRACT MANAGEMENT 



GUIDING IN GRAND TETON 

Concess ioners  & CUAs  
• F a c i l i t a t e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a  s a f e ,  e x p e r t  m a n n e r  

• E d u c a t e  v i s i t o r s  
a b o u t  t h e  p a r k  a n d  
i t s  r e s o u r c e s  

• C re a t e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
v i s i t o r s  t o  c o n n e c t  
t o  t h e  p a r k ,  a n d  
p e r h a p s ,  i n s p i r e  
t h e m  t o  p ro t e c t  i t .   





W H AT  I S  T H E  C E N T E N N I A L  A B O U T ?   

# F I N D Y O U R PA R K  



SOCIAL MEDIA 

• 404,314 Likes on Facebook 
(1 Million post reach common) 

 
• 105k Followers in Instagram 



• The National Park Service is turning 
100! August 25, 2016 is the NPS 
Cenntennial, the anniversary of the 
day the NPS Organic Act was signed. 

• The goal of the National Park Service 
Centennial is to connect with and 
create the next generation of park 
visitors, supporters, and advocates. 

• Grand Teton isn’t 100 yet, but was 
established through the 1916 NPS 
Organic Act.  

 
CENTENNIAL:  

THE FAQS 



• Because it’s the Centennial, the park may be even 
more busy than usual with lots of people out 
finding their park.  

• As more people visit national parks, Leave No 
Trace (LNT) principles are becoming more 
important than ever. Share LNT with your visitors! 

• For you (as a concession employee) to consider: 
Jackson Hole has a tradition of passionate people 
coming together to make change. Many guides 
and concessioners played a role in protecting this 
valley. How has your company played a role in 
protecting this valley? What role do you want to 
play in protecting it for the next 100 years? 

 
CENTENNIAL:  
THE FAQS 



100 YEARS OF  
NATIONAL PARKS 

YO U  H AV E  9 3  D AY S  O F  
S U M M E R  

W H AT  W I L L  Y O U  M A K E  O F  I T ?  

H O W  W I L L  Y O U  P L AY  A  PA R T ?  

 

 • Find your park  •  Share your park  •  Support your park • Go climbing • 

Write poetry • Dance • Learn about climate change • Experience silence • 

Walk through a doorway of a historic house • Go on a ranger-led tour • Hug 

a tree • Make a memory • Earn a Jr. Ranger badge • Relax on the banks of a 

scenic river • Stand on a mountaintop • Take a photo that matches a historic 

one • Try something new • Go green • Make art in a park • Celebrate Native 

American heritage • Be bear aware • Go biking • Share your story • Make 

new friends •  

  



E A C H  U N I T  I N  T H E  S Y S T E M  I S  U N I Q U E …  

…  I N C L U D I N G  G R A N D  T E T O N  





REMARKABLE STATS 

• 3 1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  ( 4 8 5  s q u a r e  m i l e s )  

• A  d o z e n  p e a k s  o v e r  1 2 , 0 0 0  f e e t  t a l l  

• G r a n d  Te t o n  i s  t h e  t a l l e s t  p e a k  a t  1 3 , 7 7 0  f t .  

 

 

• 5 0  m i l e s  o f  t h e  W i l d  
a n d  S c e n i c  S n a k e  
R i v e r  

• 2 5 0 +  m i l e s  o f  t r a i l s  

• 5 4 +  s p e c i e s  o f  
m a m m a l s  

• 3 0 0 +  s p e c i e s  o f  b i r d s  

• 9 0 0 +  s p e c i e s  o f  
f l o w e r i n g  p l a n t s  

• 1 0 , 0 0 0 +  y e a r s  o f  
h u m a n  h a b i t a t i o n  

 



• Coldes t  t emp:  -63  
degrees  F.  

• Average  14  fee t  o f  
snow in  the  va l l ey  

• 700 inches  o f  snow 
poss ib le  in  h igh  
count r y  

 
 

REMARKABLE STATS 



• A n  i n t a c t  e c o s y s t e m :  t h e  

G Y E !  

• Yo u n g  m o u n t a i n s ,  o l d  r o c k s  

• G l a c i a l l y  s c u l p t e d  

• 1 2 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  o f  h u m a n  

h i s t o r y  

• R e c r e a t i o n  

• P l a n t  a n d  A n i m a l  D i v e r s i t y  

• C o n t r o v e r s i a l  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  

 

KEY PARK RESOURCES 



H O W  W E R E  T H E  T E T O N S  F O R M E D ?   

A N C I E N T  R O C K S ,  Y O U N G  M O U N TA I N S  



HABITATS, OR COMMUNITIES 
Sagebrush 

Forest 

Alpine 

Riparian- Wetland 

• Each  hab i ta t  i s  un ique  

• Each  has  i t ’s  key s tone  
spec ie s  



12,000 YEARS OF HUMAN HABITATION 

• Nat i ve  Amer i cans  (12 ,000+ yea r s  BP )  

• The  F rench  Fu r  Trapper s  ( ea r l y  1800 ’s )  

• Exp lo re r s  l i ke  
John  Co l te r  and  
the  Hayden  
Exped i t ion (1807 ,  
1872 )  

• Homes teader s  
(1884 )  

• Dude  Rancher s  
( 1908 )  



A CONTROVERSIAL HISTORY 
• 1 9 2 9  

• 1 9 4 3  

• 1 9 5 0  

• J o h n  D .  R o c k e f e l l e r ,  J r .  w a s  
v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  p a r k .  

• T h e  p a r k s  c r e a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  
c o m p r o m i s e s  t h a t  m a k e  G r a n d  
Te t o n  U n i q u e :  

• E l k  h u n t  

• I n h o l d i n g s  

• A n t i q u i t i e s  A c t  i n  W Y  

• P a y  t a x e s  

• G r a z i n g  

 



WORLD-CLASS WILDLIFE 

• A n i m a l s  a r e  a d a p t e d  t o  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  
l a n d s c a p e  a n d  i n  t u r n  s h a p e  i t .   

• I n  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s ,  
t h e  w i l d l i f e  a r e  w i l d !  
 

• F e e d i n g  o r  
a p p r o a c h i n g  w i l d l i f e  
c a n  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  
y o u  a n d  t h e m !   



WORLD-CLASS WILDLIFE 



WHICH BEAR?  

GRIZZLY:  

• Large muscular 
shoulder hump 

• Long straight claws 
• Short, rounded 

ears 
• Concave facial 

profile 

 

BLACK BEAR: 

• Rump higher than 
hump 

• Shorter, curved 
claws 

• Larger ears 
• Straight facial 

profile 

 



QUESTIONS? 

Remember… Our everyday lives are once in a lifetime experiences 
for our visitors… Make it count!  
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