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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
107 Park Headquarters Road
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

IN REPLY REFER TO:






September 2006

Dear Sir:

Thank you for your inquiry about a Special Use Permit to conduct a worship service in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.   

A Special Use Permit is required for all special park use activities, including worship services, conducted in Great Smoky Mountains National Park, pursuant to National Park Service Management Policies and 36 CFR 2.51.  Worship or church services are generally considered First Amendment activities and are therefore exempt from normal permit fees. 
While other locations will be considered on a case-by-case basis, most worship services are held either at campground amphitheaters or at one of the historic church structures in the park.  In order to assure reasonable public access to historic structures, events will be limited to no more than two hours in length and no more than two events will be scheduled per day at any single location.
Please complete the attached Application for Special Use Permit and return it to the address on the reverse of the application.  Be sure to include all relevant information – missing information will preclude or significantly delay processing of the application. 
In the event your request is denied you will be provided written notice of that action.  Otherwise, a permit will be prepared and returned for your signature.

If you have questions, please call (865) 436-1266 relative to events in Tennessee or (828) 497-1930 relative to events in North Carolina.
Sincerely,

/s/Robert W. Wightman

Staff Park Ranger

Enclosures
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