










































































Amendment to the Compendium 

Pursuant to Executive Order 13991, Protecting Federal Workforce and Requiring Mask-
Wearing (E.O. 13991) dated January 20th, 2021, those portions of the current 
Superintendent’s Compendium, dated 12/11/2017, dealing with 36 CFR§1.5(a)(2) as 
pertains to the imposition of conditions for use – specifically government facilities.  This 
amendment, combined with the 2017 Compendium, consitutes the official compendium 
until such time as the entire document is updated. 

Purpose:  

On January 20, 2021, President Biden signed Executive Order 13991, Protecting the 
Federal Workforce and Requiring Mask-Wearing (E.O. 13991). E.O. 13991 directs 
federal agencies to: … immediately take action, as appropriate and consistent with 
applicable law, to require compliance with [Centers for Disease Control and Prevention] 
guidelines with respect to wearing masks, maintaining physical distance, and other public 
health measures by: on-duty or on-site Federal employees; on-site Federal contractors; 
and all persons in Federal buildings or on Federal lands. 

Administration Priorities: 

As stated in E.O. 13991, it is the policy of the Administration to halt the spread of 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID–19) by relying on the best available data and science-
based public health measures. Such measures include mitigations as recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Justification: 

The Centers for Disease Control has published briefing statements supporting the use of 
masks to reduce the spread of infectious diseases such as COVID 19. Outdoor areas often 
experience traffic flow or visitation rates which make compliance with the CDC social 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/masking-science-sars-cov2.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html


distancing guidelines impossible to maintain and therefore require the utilization of a mask 
by those occupying these spaces. 
 
Authority: 
 
In order to protect the health and safety of NPS employees, volunteers, partners and 
contractors, and park visitors, Superintendents must implement mask-wearing 
requirements for park visitors, using the authority in 36 CFR 1.5(a)(2). This authority 
allows Superintendents to impose restrictions on activities within park areas for the 
maintenance of public health and safety. 

Effective immediately with Great Smoky Mountains National Park, individuals over the 
age of two years must wear masks, except when actively eating or drinking, in the 
following locations:  

1. All common areas and shared workspaces in buildings owned, rented or leased by 
the National Park Service, including, but not limited to, park visitor centers, 
administrative offices, lodges, gift shops and restaurants.    

2. All outdoor areas when physical distancing (staying at least six feet apart) cannot 
reasonably be maintained between unaffiliated groups or individuals. GRSM 
experiences crowding parkwide on many park trails, outdoor historic areas, scenic 
natural features, and overlooks. The level of crowding at specific sites is 
temporally affected by many factors including holiday periods, wildlife presence, 
wildflower abundance, and weather. Due to this variation, all outdoor locations 
are subject to crowding and masks are required when physical distancing cannot 
be maintained between parties not associated with one another. 
  

Masks must cover the nose and mouth and fit snugly around the nose and chin with no 
large gaps around the sides of the face. Masks not designed to be protective, masks with 
ventilation valves, and face shields do not meet the requirement. 
 
This order is effective immediately and will remain in effect until further notice. The 
effectiveness of this order will be assessed on an ongoing basis and will be modified or 
removed when conditions warrant.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html



