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Two Free Programs near Crestone Offered by Great Sand Dunes NP in September  

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve is offering two free programs near Crestone in September.  The public is cordially invited.

Hike to the Baca Crater
On Saturday morning, September 6, join park ranger Patrick Myers for a guided walk to a feature in the national park that some geologists believe is a meteor crater.  The hike is about 2 miles round-trip, and begins at 9:30 a.m. at the Liberty Gate, located at the south end of Camino Baca Grande.  Hikers will return to the trailhead about 11:30 a.m.    The feature continues to be investigated by scientists as a possible meteor crater, but definitive identification has not yet occurred.  Hikers will learn about research related to the supecteed crater as well as some of the plants and animals of the grasslands environment.  Bring water, sun protection, and a snack.  Leashed dogs are welcome.
The Liberty Gate is located on the north side of Great Sand Dunes National Park.  To reach the Liberty Gate from Crestone, take Camino Baca Grande south from County Road T for about two miles to the junction with Camino Real.  Turn right on Camino Real, drive about one mile, then turn left on Wagon Wheel Road for about two miles to the junction with Camino del Rey.  Turn left on Camino del Rey and follow it until it ends at Camino Baca Grande, which in this southern section is a good dirt road.  Turn right, and drive about a mile to the Liberty Gate parking area.  
Dunes on Mars?
On Saturday evening, September 20, park ranger Danielle York will present “The Great Sand Dunes…and Mars?” at the Shumei Institute’s outdoor amphitheater, beginning at 7:30 p.m.  NASA scientists have recently been studying the many dunes found on the planet Mars, and are now comparing/contrasting them with the Great Sand Dunes.  Ranger York will show digital slides of the Mars dunes and interpret this unusual new research.   The Shumei Institute is located at 3000 East Dream Way Road in the Baca Grande, near Crestone.  For driving instructions, please call the Shumei Institute at (719) 256-5284.
For more information on either program, please contact Patrick Myers at Great Sand Dunes National Park, 719-378-6343. 
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

