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Two Free Programs near Crestone Offered by Great Sand Dunes NP in August  

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve is offering two free programs near Crestone in August.  Both programs will take place on the south side of the Liberty Gate, just inside the national park.  The public is cordially invited.

On Saturday, August  16, “Great Sand Dunes National Park at Night” will begin just before sunset, at 7:45 p.m.  Park Ranger Patrick Myers will interpret the unusual animal night life of the national park and preserve.   Kangaroo rats, camel crickets, salamanders, owls, and many other creatures have exciting lives when the sun goes down!  Immediately following Ranger Myers’ presentation, Dr. Randy Emmons of Adams State College in Alamosa bring the night skies into view with telescopes, interpreting the constellations, planets, and stars, weather permitting.  The full moon will rise during the telescope viewing, and the telescopes will be turned toward the craters and features of Earth’s only moon.  Bring jackets and lawn chairs or other seating.
On Saturday, August 23, artists from beginner to professional levels are invited to sketch and paint with Ranger/artist Patrick Myers from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Ranger Myers will give tips for painting and understanding the diverse landscapes of the San Luis Valley.  Artists are welcome to come earlier or stay longer.  From the Liberty Gate, there are views of the valley and mountains, including a good view of Crestone Peak.  Artists should bring their own painting or sketching materials, as well as any seating desired.  All styles and mediums are welcome.  

Park Ranger Patrick Myers has a Master’s degree in fine art, and has been painting landscapes in Colorado for over 20 years, in watercolor, oil, acrylic, and pastel.  Learn more about the artist and see some of his paintings at www.patrickmyers.org.

The Liberty Gate is located on the north side of Great Sand Dunes National Park.  To reach the Liberty Gate from Crestone, take Camino Baca Grande south from County Road T for about two miles to the junction with Camino Real.  Turn right on Camino Real, drive about one mile, then turn left on Wagon Wheel Road for about two miles to the junction with Camino del Rey.  Turn left on Camino del Rey and follow it until it ends at Camino Baca Grande, which in this southern section is a good dirt road.  Turn right, and drive about a mile to the Liberty Gate parking area.  
For more information, please contact Patrick Myers at Great Sand Dunes National Park, 719-378-6343. 
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

