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Artists in Residence Offering Free Photography 
and Painting Workshops at Great Sand Dunes 

Artists in Residence Allan McConnell and Fran Dodd will offer free photography and painting workshops at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve on Saturday, April 24 from 8:30 to 11:30.  McConnell is an award-winning fine art photographer, known both for his creative black and white photography and teaching.  Fran Dodd is a nationally recognized oil and pastel painter, represented in major galleries around the country.  This husband and wife team are in residence together at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve the last two weeks of April.
McConnell says of the photography workshop: “We’ll start at the Visitor Center at 8:30, proceed quickly to Medano Creek for an hour, then move up into the foothills for another hour.  There will be onsite photography and discussion at each location.”  Participants will conclude back at the Visitor Center for a showing of some of McConnell’s photographs, as he explains why each one comes together or what could make each one better.  He will discuss composition, telling a story with your photos, creating interest with contrast, why some photos just don’t have a chance, and creating “your way” of seeing potential photographs.  McConnell advises, “Come with an open mind and a sense of humor!”

Fran Dodd’s workshop will meet at the Visitor Center at 8:30 to discuss composition, value and color, using the example of some of her original paintings.  The group will move into the field, weather permitting, where she will demonstrate her painting techniques in pastel.  Participants are welcome to paint in any medium of their choice.  See some of Fran Dodd’s paintings at www.francesdoddart.com .

Each class is limited to 10 participants.  Please call Patrick Myers at 719-378-6343 to register; leave a voicemail if needed with your name and which workshop you want to attend.
April 24 is also Great Sand Dunes’ celebration of National Parks Week.  There are no entrance fees in national parks from April 17-25.  There will be refreshments and a kids’ activity table from 10-2.  Rangers will lead a nature walk at 10:30, and a program for kids at 1:30. 
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

