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Spring Field Trip Season Begins at Great Sand Dunes
Teachers are invited to enhance curricula and cap off the school year with a field trip to the Great Sand Dunes.  Medano Creek is flowing and the rangers at Great Sand Dunes are ready to meet with instructors and students for educational programs.  Programs at the Dunes are hands-on, minds-on, and curriculum-based to support Colorado Content Standards.  Teachers who would like to schedule their students to meet with a ranger while at the Dunes, or who would like to schedule a ranger visit to their classroom, should contact Education Specialist Melanie Rawlins by phone:  719-378-6344 or email:  Melanie_Rawlins@nps.gov.  Program requests are taken on a first-come/first served basis.  
Additional Great Sand Dunes curricula resources are accessible online at: http://www.nps.gov/archive/grsa/resources/curriculum/intro.htm  

Educational fee waivers are available to groups from accredited schools which are pursuing educational goals while at the park, and should be requested in advance of a visit.  Contact the Education Specialist for more information.

Funds are also available to cover transportation costs for school field trips to outdoor destinations in the San Luis Valley.  The San Luis Valley Environmental and Conservation Education Council (ECEC), a coalition of natural resource agencies, private conservation groups, educators, and students dedicated to promoting outdoor education in the Valley, oversees the distribution of transportation funding to public and private San Luis Valley schools.  The application is available online through ECEC’s website:  www.slv-ecec.org or for more information, please contact Carol Gurule at the San Luis Valley Resource Conservation and Development office, (719) 589-6432, ext.123.  
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

