[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE






	National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
	Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve
Use the complete site name here (e.g. Palo Alto Battlefield Historic Site).
	
	11500 Highway 150

Mosca, Colorado

81146

719-378-6399 phone

719-378-6360 fax



Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve 
News Release

	Use a “short-hand” version of the site name here (e.g. Palo Alto Battlefield not Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Site).


 For Immediate Release—November 19, 2009


Contact:  Carol Sperling










719-378-6341

Universal Access Options Improved at Great Sand Dunes 
Seven young people from the Southwest Conservation Corps worked with park staff to build a universally accessible viewing deck at Great Sand Dunes National Park last month, announced Superintendent Art Hutchinson.  “This is the third component of a park project to upgrade universal access,” he said.   “We were very happy to receive a gift of recycled plastic lumber from Unilever, Inc., which we used to build the viewing deck.”  Thanks to The National Park Foundation and Unilever, a Proud Partner of America's National Parks.

The new viewing deck is located on the north end of the Dunes Parking Lot, and allows barrier-free access for photographers and those who would like watch family members hiking in the dunes.  In addition to the deck, the park maintenance crew installed a short section of matting that stabilizes the pathway leading to the dunes, improving pedestrian, stroller, and wheelchair access to the creekbed from the Dunes Parking Lot.  “The creek and the sand are both challenges to folks with mobility issues, but the matting makes it easier for everyone to get a little closer to the dunes,” Hutchinson said.  

For many years, Friends of the Dunes have provided two sand wheelchairs which can be borrowed by wheelchair users.  Large balloon tires keep the chair from sinking deeply into the sand.  The chairs are non-motorized and users need to bring a helper to push.  “We’re grateful to the Friends and to many other donors for supporting and maintaining those chairs,” Hutchinson said.  Anyone interested in borrowing the wheelchairs should contact the Visitor Center for more information at  719-378-6399.
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