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For Immediate Release—5/16/11
Great Sand Dunes Celebrates Kids in National Parks with Junior Ranger Day
“Spring is here and the sun is shining so join park rangers, volunteers, friends, and neighbors in a park-wide celebration of kids in national parks!” announced Superintendent Art Hutchinson.  On Saturday, June 11th, Great Sand Dunes National Park hosts Junior Ranger Day – a fun-filled day of exploratory activities for kids of all ages.  Participants will have the opportunity to earn badges, patches, and T-shirts as well as take home their own handcrafted souvenirs.  
Activities will take place at the Visitor Center and dunes play area from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and will conclude with evening programs starting at 7 p.m. at the amphitheater.  Dress up like a ranger firefighter, solve an animal mystery, target practice with ancient weapons, discover elusive insects, and create works of art out of sand and water.  Over 20 different walks, talks, and games will be available.  Collect a stamp, sticker, or signature from each activity and earn fabulous prizes!   
This event is made possible with generous support from Friends of the Dunes and local community members.  If you would like to participate in Junior Ranger Day as a volunteer, please contact Melanie Rawlins, Education Specialist, at 719-378-6344 or email Melanie_Rawlins@nps.gov.  Uniform shirts and lunch will be provided for volunteers.

Entrance to the park is free for kids under 16, $3 per person age 16 or over.  No fees or reservations are required for ranger-guided activities or programs.  However, parking is limited so carpooling is highly recommended.  Consult the park website www.nps.gov/grsa  or call the Visitor Center at 719-378-6399 for more detailed program schedules and information.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

