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 SLV Interagency Fire Management Agreement Signed
MONTE VISTA –  The National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, U. S Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Forest Service have pooled their resources and personnel to create an efficient, highly experienced and skilled fire management team for the San Luis Valley.  

The local leaders of these four federal agencies recently signed an agreement that formalized the fire management team and a board of directors to provide oversight to the team.  The interagency team will function as a single unit to respond to local wildland fires, plan and conduct prescribed burns, and reduce fuels on federal lands.
Forest Supervisor and BLM Center Manager Dan Dallas stated, “We’ve been working together for years, but this agreement formalizes a process that will help us plan and work more efficiently together.”
The San Luis Valley Interagency Fire Management Unit, as it is formally known, is comprised of approximately thirty employees from all four agencies.  The unit is managed by a fire management officer and an assistant fire management officer, and includes a clerk, prescribed fire/fuels specialist, fuels ecologist, fire operations specialist, three engines and crews, and two fuels crews that also help with initial attack on local wildland fires.
During a small, informal agreement signing ceremony, Art Hutchinson, Superintendent of the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, and Michael Blenden, Project Leader of the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex, agreed that this cooperative effort will help protect public lands from unwanted wildland fire while also sharing expertise to use fire in a constructive manner.
“Residents of the San Luis Valley can feel assured they are in good hands,” said Fire Management Officer, Jim Jaminet.  “The team brings over 200 years of combined fire experience to the Upper Rio Grande.”

The plan is to tap into all this experience right away by coordinating and conducting prescribed burns on lands managed by all four agencies within the next year.
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