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Phyllis Pineda Bovin (719) 378-6363
Annual Christmas Bird Count at Great Sand Dunes January 3, 2009
Birders and nature enthusiasts in the San Luis Valley will join birders across the western hemisphere and participate in Audubon's longest-running wintertime tradition, the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC), held on Saturday, January 3, 2009 at Great Sand Dunes National Park.  Beginning birders and backyard birdfeeder birders are welcome to participate.  

To participate, meet at the Great Sand Dunes Visitor Center Conference Room (about ½ mile past the entrance station) by 9:00 AM on the 3rd.  Bring warm clothing, food, water, and binoculars, and bird books if possible. Hot drinks and snacks will be provided beginning at 8:00 am before the count.

Pre-registration has already begun.  Because Friends of the Dunes will pay the $5.00 participant fee for all participants, the park cannot enable the "register on-line" feature as it will ask for payment from the participant at time of sign-up.  Please contact park ranger Phyllis Pineda Bovin at 719-378-6363, phyllis_bovin@nps.gov for information.
A map of the count circle as well as a bird checklist is available for download from the park’s website at www.nps.gov/grsa/parknews .

During last year’s count, nearly 58 million birds were tallied by nearly 60,000 volunteers, representing a record level of participation.  The 109th CBC is expected to be larger than ever, expanding its geographical coverage and accumulating information about the winter distributions of various birds.  This year, over 2,000 individual counts are scheduled to take place throughout the Americas and beyond from December 14, 2008 through January 5, 2009.

 

The Christmas Bird Count began over a century ago when 27 conservationists in 25 localities changed the course of ornithological history. On Christmas Day in 1900, the small group posed an alternative to the “side hunt,” a Christmas day activity in which teams competed to see who could shoot the most birds and small mammals. Instead, it was proposed that they identify, count, and record all the birds they saw, founding what is now considered to be the world's most significant citizen-based conservation effort – and a more than century-old institution.  The CBC is vital in monitoring the status of resident and migratory birds across the Western Hemisphere, and the data, which is 100% volunteer generated, has become a crucial part of the U.S. Government’s natural history monitoring database.
Please go to the Audubon website for additional information, news, and history on the Christmas Bird Count:  http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/index.html.
--NPS--
Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

