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Cooperative Efforts Net Poachers

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve would like to extend thanks to our partners and the visiting public for their assistance in reporting park resource violators, said Superintendent Art Hutchinson. “As much as we try to be everywhere all the time, on those occasions when we are not, it is extremely beneficial to have another set of eyes and ears report to us,” he said.  

Through the observations, reporting, and cooperation of personnel with the Colorado Division of Wildlife, U. S. Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy, and hunters in the national preserve, Great Sand Dunes successfully investigated and prosecuted several cases recently, including two elk poachings and one archeological site looting.  The elk poachings involved animals that qualified under the ‘Sampson’ law, and subject the violators to fines of up to $10,000.  “Without the help of our neighbors and responsible hunters, these crimes would have gone undetected,” said Hutchinson.  “We certainly want to say thank you to our partners and visitors who take it upon themselves to be good stewards of their public lands.”
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