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“Green Break” Partnership Students at Great Sand Dunes mid March

Fourteen freshmen and sophomore students from Colorado State University’s Live Green Community and eight Masters and PhD candidates from eight other U.S. universities will visit Great Sand Dunes National Park and the San Luis Valley of Colorado during spring break, announced Superintendent Art Hutchinson.  They will explore the complex issues surrounding environmental sustainability by participating in lectures, discussions and field excursions with managers and scientists from the National Park Service, United States Geological Survey, Colorado State Forest Service, Colorado State University Agriculture Extension, U.S. Forest Service, Adams State College, and local ranchers, farmers and other community leaders.    
This week-long event, scheduled for the week of March 16 – March 20, was created as an effort to provide an opportunity for students to understand the challenges and opportunities of building a sustainable community in a specific regional context.  The event is democratic in process, allowing for multiple federal, state and local agency sustainability approaches to be shared and evaluated while giving the students insights into future career opportunities.  Through dialogue and field exposure, the students can then offer the greater San Luis Valley community suggestions and products that will help them further sustainability goals. "A team of five scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey will be interacting with the students about USGS research efforts in climate change, water resources and geology," said Stan Ponce, USGS Central Region Director, who is based in Denver.  "Our hope is that the students will gain a stronger understanding of the role scientific research plays in preserving and protecting our natural resources and perhaps decide to pursue careers in science." 

Park Break at Great Sand Dunes aims to compliment the recent efforts of the Environmental Protection Agency in developing an environmental sustainability monitoring instrument for the San Luis Valley.  The event has also grown from Colorado State University’s Warner College of Natural Resources dedication to adequately prepare their students to be effective leaders in the natural resource professions, and is co-sponsored by the university, the United States Geological Survey, the National Park Service, and the George Melendez Wright Society.  This is the 2nd year for the Park Break Program, which has similar sessions planned in Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, Mount Rainier National Park, and Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve.  “We’re very pleased to be able to host students from all over the country here at Great Sand Dunes, and to help expose them to issues that affect the park and our communities,” said Hutchinson.  “We expect this to be a great experience for them.”  
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