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For Immediate Release—4/26/12	

Great Sand Dunes Night Sky Program to be Hosted by the ASC Astronomy Club
Dark skies are a rare treasure, but one of the many treasures to be enjoyed in our nation’s National Parks. To help you enjoy and appreciate the dark night sky at Great Sand Dunes National Park, the Adams State College Astronomy Club will be hosting a free public viewing at the Great Sand Dunes campground amphitheater on Saturday,  May 12.
The viewing will begin at 8:30 p.m. with a short program by the director of ASC’s Zacheis Planetarium, Dr. Robert Astalos. The talk, entitled “Star Gazing 101: Expanding Your Universe”, will be an introduction to the wonders of the night sky for beginners in astronomy. It will include a tour of the constellations, a mythology story or two, an overview of things to see in the night sky, and few pointers on how to get started in astronomy. 
Members of the ASC astronomy club will be operating telescopes and binoculars for use by the general public. Celestial objects on the menu for the evening include double stars, planets, open and globular star clusters, and galaxies. The club is also bringing cameras for those who would like to try their hand at making star trails or taking photos of Saturn (as time is available). Bring a USB thumb drive or an SD card to take your pictures home with you, or download them from the planetarium website within a few days. Park staff, Dr. Astalos, and club members will also be available to answer questions about astronomy, telescopes, and other celestial topics. So bring a friend and your cosmic curiosity, and enjoy an evening of star gazing at Great Sand Dunes National Park!
For more information, please contact the Night Sky Ranger at 719-378-6344.
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Experience Your America
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
image1.png
NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE





