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Great Sand Dunes and Moffat Middle School Celebrate Earth Day

Members of Great Sand Dune National Park’s Resource Management team and Moffat’s Middle School science classes celebrated Earth Day at Great Sand Dunes on Tuesday, April 22.  About 35 science students in grades 5 through 8 from Roger Dawson’s science classes at Moffat School participated.  The students worked with park staff to plant cottonwood tree saplings at the Dunes Parking Lot, and remove chunks of asphalt from a parking lot that was obliterated during a Federal Highways project two summers ago.  Both projects involved getting the area around the Dunes Parking Lot back into “natural shape” following the Federal Highways project.  The tree transplants will, in the future, provide shade for visitors, and removal of the asphalt from the obliterated parking lot helped prepare the area for reseeding later on this season.

Why did Moffat Middle School Students choose projects at Great Sand Dunes for Earth Day participation?  Mr. Dawson replied, “The science classes at Moffat Middle School are studying the environment and ecosystems, and we thought this would be a good tie-in.  Also, we’ve done projects at Great Sand Dunes before, it’s always a great place to do projects, everyone enjoys going to the Sand Dunes, and we thought this would be a good place to come back to for Earth Day.”
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

