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Fred Bunch Receives 2008 Regional Directors’ Award for Natural Resource Management
Fred Bunch, Resource Management Specialist at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, was awarded the 2008 Intermountain Regional Director’s Award for Natural Resource Management, announced Superintendent Art Hutchinson.  "This award is a major achievement in any career.   I am so pleased that Fred's many accomplishments have been recognized by our Regional Director and by his peers at other parks.  There’s no question that his hard work and love of both the Sand Dunes and the San Luis Valley has not only led to better protection for the Great Sand Dunes system, but is also helping put this National Park on the map as one of the best in the National Park system."

A San Luis Valley native, Fred has served at Great Sand Dunes since 1988.  He worked seasonally at Mesa Verde National Park, but began his Great Sand Dunes career in the division of Interpretation.  He soon became a Natural Resource Specialist under the Great Sand Dunes Chief Ranger.  In the face of threats to park resources, Fred worked with the Superintendent to establish a separate Resource Management Division.  Fred is the first, and to date the only, chief of the division.  

Regional Director Mike Snyder cited Fred’s “many diverse efforts to identify, understand, and document, interpret and ultimately protect natural and cultural resources of the Dunes,” and specified his recent work “to identify, quantify, assess the condition of, monitor and protect significant and often threatened resources in the park, including ground water, wetlands and other ‘vital signs’ of park health, ecological and economic sustainability, bison and other ungulates, natural quiet, dark night sky, archeological resources, and ethnographic resources.”
Snyder also recognized and commended the value of Fred’s work outside the park’s boundaries, ranging from the Caminos Antiguos Scenic Byway to the County Tourism Board to various National Park Service committees and networks within the region.  
--NPS--
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