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Black Bear Precautions Important at Great Sand Dunes
Black bear observations in the developed areas at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve are beginning to occur, according to Superintendent Art Hutchinson.   “We need to remind visitors that following safety guidelines when camping and picnicking at Great Sand Dunes is crucial to the safety of park visitors and the native bears,” he said.
All food items, ice chests, trash, and toiletries must be stored securely when they are not in use.  Those items should be kept in the closed trunk of a car, or inside a vehicle with all windows rolled up completely.   No food, trash, or toiletries should be inside tents where people will be sleeping.  Pet food and droppings can be attractants for bears; pet food should be stored securely and droppings should be cleaned up promptly.   Keeping campsites and picnic tables clean, securing food and trash, and never feeding any wild animal are the best ways to keep wildlife wild.
Bear-proof food storage boxes are located in every site in the campground and in camping areas along the Medano Pass Primitive Road this summer.   Although these boxes can be used by any camper, they are especially important for people traveling on motorcycles or bicycles.  “We want folks to use the boxes, and use them correctly,” said Hutchinson.  “They help keep visitors safe, and protect the bears, as well.”
Hutchinson also reminded park neighbors that private residences in bear country can play a major role in keeping bears wild and away from houses and camps.    For example, all outdoor trash containers should be bear-proof, or stored inside garages or other bear-proof areas.  Park neighbors who would like suggestions for improving the bear-preparedness of their residence are invited to call Park Ranger John White at (719) 378-6322.
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