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[bookmark: _GoBack]Great Sand Dunes and Friends of the Dunes to Host 
Music in the Park with Don Richmond

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve and the Friends of the Dunes invite San Luis Valley residents and visitors to come enjoy music in the park on Sunday, May 3rd. Don Richmond, a local San Luis Valley musician, will be performing from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the park’s visitor center. Hot drinks will be provided by the Friends of the Dunes for visitors to enjoy while listening to local multi-instrumental musician and singer-songwriter, Don Richmond. 

Great Sand Dunes anticipates a large crowd and encourages individuals to RSVP to ensure they receive a seat. Those interested in attending should call the visitor center at 719-378-6399 between the hours of 9am and4:30pm to reserve a seat. The Friends of the Dunes are requesting a small donation for non-members, Friends of the Dunes members will receive free admission to the concert. Attendees who aren’t members of the Friends group will also have an opportunity to become a member. Membership fees and more information on membership perks can be found at www.friendsofgreatsanddunes.org

The Friends of the Dunes was founded in 1989 to provide a forum for citizen involvement at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve. Since the formation of this non-profit organization, the Friends Group has provided much benefit to the park and its visitors. Donations that are received contribute directly to the park. The Friends have supported numerous projects in cooperation with park staff including, the expansion of the park’s night sky program with the purchase of a large telescope, sponsoring events such as the annual summer Junior Ranger Day, and securing and managing resource research grants for major archaeological and scientific research.
 
Visitors should also find some time to enjoy hiking, sand sledding, or splashing in the creek at the Dunefield. Great Sand Dunes visitor center and store are open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. However, Great Sand Dunes is open 24 hours a day. Entrance fees are $3 per person for 16 years and older and free for anyone younger than 16 years. Check the park’s website, www.nps.gov/grsa, for accurate weather information and trail and road conditions before you visit the park. You can also call the park’s visitor center at 719-378-6399 for more information. 
					www.nps.gov

About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice.


Experience Your America
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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