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Celebrate National Park Week with Free Admission and Special Events at
Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve

Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, home to the tallest dunes in North America, will celebrate National Park Week, April 18 through 26, 2015. To get the celebration going, Great Sand Dunes will waive entrance fees and provide ranger programs and engaging social media events on opening weekend, April 18 and 19. With no entrance fee being charged, it is the perfect time of the year to enjoy a picnic at the dunes parking area, splash in Medano creek, or rent a sand sled or sand board and experience the dunes in a fun and exciting way.  
Great Sand Dunes will provide 2 ranger programs at 1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. at the visitor center starting Friday, April 17 2015 and ending on Sunday, April 19, 2015.  Each ranger program will celebrate the unique resources of Great Sand Dunes and teach visitors about the other 406 park units that the National Park Service protects and preserves. The Western National Parks Association bookstore will honor a 15% discount on all items except for food and stamps. This is a great opportunity for visitors to purchase items to help them plan their next national park visit or pick-up a souvenir reminding them of their visit to the tallest dunes in North America. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The rangers at Great Sand Dunes invite all visitors to participate in a social media event on Sunday, April 19, 2015 to kick off the National Park Services’ Find Your Park campaign. Park Rangers will challenge visitors to “Meet a Park Ranger”, an activity designed to encourage visitors of all ages to experience their national park and meet the individuals who work to protect and preserve these special places. Visitors can find rangers throughout the park starting at 9am and ending at 4pm on Sunday, April 19. When a visitor locates a ranger in a flat hat and the green and grey uniform or volunteer uniform, they can capture a selfie with them, and upload the image to their Instagram, Twitter, and/or Facebook account with the hashtag #FindYourParkInstameet.  Visitors who participate in this social media event on Sunday will receive stickers promoting the Find Your Park campaign.  Visitors are welcome to continue to share their photos throughout National Park week, uploading them to all social media platforms with the hashtag, #FindYourPark. For more information on how to participate in this social media event, stop by the visitor center between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. or call the visitor center at 719-378-6395.
The Find Your Park Campaign was launched by the National Park Service on April 1, 2015 in recognition of the upcoming Centennial anniversary of the National Park Service on August 25, 2016. The Find Your Park campaign recognizes that everyone finds their park in a different place and in a different way. The campaign challenges visitors to start their journey finding a special place. The staff at Great Sand Dunes hopes that new visitors and returning visitors experience park resources in a new and exciting way during National Park Week. 
The Centennial will kick off a second century of stewardship of America’s national parks and engaging communities through recreation, conservation, and historic preservation programs. Great Sand Dunes is one of 407 park units that want their visitors to join the celebration to explore, learn, discover, be inspired, or simply have fun. Keep an eye out for news on upcoming events and activities at Great Sand Dunes. “Great Sand Dunes will be developing activities and events to reach new audiences, while also celebrating the unique connections we have with communities in the San Luis Valley who have been visiting for years”, states Superintendent Lisa Carrico. 
For more information about the National Park Service Centennial celebration, visit http://www.nps.gov/subjects/centennial/index.htm. To learn more about the Find Your Park campaign and how to share your park experience, visit www.findyourpark.com. The Great Sand Dunes website and Facebook page are the best resources to find information on free activities and events promoting the upcoming Centennial, visit www.nps.gov/grsa or follow us at www.facebook.com/greatsanddunesnpp


About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 407 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice.
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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