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Great Sand Dunes Celebrates the Arrival of a New Superintendent and the 80th Anniversary of the Park

The public is invited to attend the Installation and Welcome Ceremony for Lisa Carrico, Superintendent at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve, and the 80th Anniversary Celebration of Great Sand Dunes National Monument/Park. The event will take place at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 17th at the park’s Visitor Center. A reception sponsored by the Friends of the Dunes will follow the ceremony and festivities will continue with ranger talks at 3 p.m. and 4 p.m. The park will waive entrance fees for the day and the Western National Parks Association bookstore will offer a 15% discount. 

The event gives members of the public and park partners an opportunity to meet the park’s new Superintendent while also celebrating the creation of Great Sand Dunes National Monument in 1932. Lisa Carrico, a 28-year veteran of the National Park Service, is holding a position her father once held. Carrico, a second-generation NPS employee, was previously superintendent at Tumacacori National Historical Park in southern Arizona. 

In her new role, Carrico will manage a park and preserve of 149,512 acres. The park protects the tallest sand dunes in North America and associated high alpine watershed of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. The park and preserve boundary includes components of the entire geological system of the dunes.  “Lisa’s diverse skills, experience and expertise will ensure the successful management of Great Sand Dunes,” said Intermountain Regional Director John Wessels, who announced Carrico’s appointment. “She has demonstrated a commitment to accountability, transparency, and working closely with our park partners to further the mission of the Park Service and accomplish community conservation objectives.”
The 80th anniversary celebration will begin with a 3 p.m. ranger talk on the establishment of the Great Sand Dunes National Monument in 1932 and later as Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve in 2004 and conclude with a 4 p.m. ranger talk about the past and current research conducted in the park, recognizing partners that have made a difference in the establishment of the national park as a key resource in the San Luis Valley. For more information on the celebration, contact the Visitor Center at 719-378-6399. 
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Experience Your America
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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