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Lost Child Found Alive at Great Sand Dunes

An overnight search for a missing 7-year old ended successfully when a Colorado State Trooper
found the boy walking toward the highway, near the entrance of Great Sand Dunes National

Park and Preserve.

Caleb Lund, 7, was hiking on the dunes with his family on Sunday afternoon when he became
separated from the group. Although Caleb was wearing a jacket, he was barefoot when last

spotted by his family as he descended the dunes.

Park Rangers and their family members, along with the Alamosa County Sheriff’s Department
and Alamosa County Search and Rescue volunteers, began search operations Sunday night
shortly before dark after the family reported Caleb missing. With temperatures dropping into
the 20s and steady, cold winds contributing to even colder wind chill factor, the search

continued all night.

Search operations expanded to include aircraft on Monday morning and around 7am, a State
Trooper driving into the park to join the search spotted a child who matched Caleb’s
description walking across the grasslands toward the highway from the west, approximately 4
miles from the point he was last seen on the dunes. He was transported by ambulance to a local

hospital and is expected to make a full recovery.

“We are relieved at the successful outcome of this search, and that Caleb is recovering,” said
Lisa Carrico, Superintendent at Great Sand Dunes. “We greatly appreciate the coordinated
teamwork of the Alamosa County Sheriff’s Department, Colorado State Patrol, Alamosa Search
and Rescue, and Great Sand Dunes staff and volunteers.”
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