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For Immediate Release—5/29/12
Great Sand Dunes Celebrates Kids in National Parks on Junior Ranger Day
On June 9th, 2012, Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve and the Friends of the Dunes will be hosting Junior Ranger Day – a fun-filled day of exploratory activities and programs for kids of all ages.  Entrance to the park is free for all visitors since all 397 national parks across the country, including Great Sand Dunes National Park, will offer free admission on June 9th to commemorate Get Outdoors Day. 
Activities will take place at the Visitor Center and at the dunes play area from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  
Ranger-guided activities at the Dunes include:

· Animal Detectives - Solve an animal mystery. Read the clues left behind by animals and learn more about who is here and what they are doing.
· Furs, Skulls, and Skins –Learn about the wildlife that inhabits Great Sand Dunes.

· Dig History - Human beings have occupied the Great Sand Dunes area for thousands of years.  Learn how they survived and target practice with ancient weapons!
· Sand Sculptures - Create works of art out of sand and water.
· Creek Crawls – Take a short discovery hike and find out what creatures live in the sand.
Ranger-guided activities at the Visitor Center include:

· My Ranger Station - Dress up like a ranger and learn how real park rangers get ready for a day’s work at a national park.
· Arts and Crafts Table –Take home a handcrafted souvenir.
Participants will collect a stamp, sticker, or signature from each activity and have the opportunity to earn badges, patches, and T-shirts. In addition to the day’s events, Junior Ranger booklets ($0.50 suggested donation) will be available at the Visitor Center throughout the day.  

This event is possible only with generous support from Friends of the Dunes and local volunteers.  If you would like to participate in Junior Ranger Day as a volunteer, please contact Katherine Faz. Acting Division Chief of Interpretation and Visitor Services at 719-378-6341 or email Kathy_Faz@nps.gov.  Uniform shirts and lunch will be provided for volunteers.

No fees or reservations are required for ranger-guided activities or programs.  However, parking is limited so carpooling is highly recommended.  Consult the park website www.nps.gov/grsa  or call the Visitor Center at 719-378-6399 for more detailed program schedules and information.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

