Gichi Onigaming: Discover, Consider, Reflect

Superintendent Tim Codhrane

Welcometo Grand Portage! Thank you for joining
usinthe effort tolearn more about Grand Fortage
{orin the Cjibwe language: Ficki Onigammg). The
story here is ancient and contemporary, spans much
of the continent, and involves Scottish traders,
Mative Americans, French Canadians and a cast of
many others. Through time, all kinds oflanguages -
Cree, Gaelic, English, Ojibwe, French, and German -
were spoken here, Lavers of “history” ocourred here
and eventually vouwill be standing on soil thatbore
up a few furtrade “forts,” Ojibwe village, fisheries,
fox farm, La Crosse playing field, school, homes,
barns, U5 Indian agents and treaty payments,
gardens, a crisscross oftrails and so on. There is
muchtelearn, ponder, and reflact upon. Better yet,
perhaps, there is much yet to be discovered and some
of these mysteries are not likely to be solved soon.

One ofthe most significant puzzles is the missing
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Archaeckgical surey work at Grand Portage. NPS Photo

location ofthe XY Compary fur trade post. The XY
Co.was a short lived collective oftraders that
banded togetherto compete against the hardnosed
North West Company. They fought hard, but
eventually were absorbed into the NW o, Tobe
more exact, there are two missing XY Co. postsboth
somewhere sast of Grand Portage Creek. The
historical accounts of the location ofthe posts are
confusing, inexact, and sometimes conflicting.
Archaeological effortsto datehave not sstablished
wherethe first XY Co.post was (nearerto Lake
Superior) orthe second one “above the hill.” Nor do
we know ifthe second, larger, post was completed
beforsthetwo companies merged. This mystery, or
mysteries, may be with us for quite some time as
some candidate locations for where the posts wers
located have now beenused for otherpurposes.

Some quandaries are thankfully, on occasion,
resolved. ForvearsThave wondered why a Marv La
Ducwasborn onIsle Rovalein 1804, As far as

(G vtimreed om poge 13)
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Welco me GRAND PORTAGE NATIONAL MONUMENT

Welcome to Grand Portage. We are pleasad More than 200 years ago, the North West

vou are here and exploring “Portage” with us. Company concentrated its business activities in
Thereis much to see and do. Pleage join our and around the stockade. Four of the most
interpreters and participate in the past. Pleass important structures have been reconstructad
ask us about the fur trade and itz ingenious on their original foundations: The Great Hall,
technology, or its novel customs. Or come and kitchen, warehouse, and gatehouse. National
learn about the intrinzic links between the fur Park Service employees and Volunteers-In-
traders and the nearby residents, the Grand Parks (VIPs) staff these buildings. You will find
Portage Ojibwe. rangers and VIPs wearing dress ap propriate to

the period, or in the NI'S uniform.
The Staff of Grand Portage National Monunient
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ACTIVITIES & RANGER-CONDUCTED
PROGRAMS

LIVING HISTORY
DEMONSTRATIONS

Come to the Voyageur Encampment and (Hibwe
Village, where youwill see demonstrations of

(ibwe and vovageur life in the late 1700s. While
there, se2 our American Indian Three Sisters gar-
den, and view a North West Company trade gun.

Wigit the Great Hall, historically furnished
circa 179%0s. Alzo in the Great Hall, there iz a Try-
[t-On historic cothing exhibit where you can fit
into history!

Follow your nosa to the kitchen, where yon
can see period cooking and baking demonstra-
tions from mid-June through early Septeamber.
Dron’t miss our historic heirloom garden and out-
door bake oven locatad just behind the kitchen.

-
-~ 'ﬁﬂi&ﬁﬁw B Kitchen clef hasprepared beef S barley in standing crust,

RANGER-CONDUCTED INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS

History comes alive when yvou take part inan interpretive program here at Grand Portage. Park
rangers will transport you back in time, where vou can become part of the story that unfolds before
youl

These programs rangs in length from 20 minutes to 60 minutes. Bz sure and check the “Program”
sign in the Heritage Center or ask information desk staff for program topics, locations, and starting
times. Please note: Char program schedule is subject to change without notice due to staffing or weath-
er conditions.

VIDED PRESENTATIONS
Wideo programs are offered regularly in the Heritage Center classroom. Thers are several to
choosefrom. Please see, Notes below - Schedule subject to change.
“Fendezvous With Historv: A Grand Portage Story” —Funning time is 23 minutes. - Note: Skowmn
on e fiour.

Short Subjects: “Cur Home: The Grand Portags Ojibwe,” “The Men of the North West Compa-
ry,” “The Gift ofthe Birch Bark Canoe,” “A Gap in the Hills: Geography of Grand Portage” - Run-
ning time 24 minutes—NMNote: Shown on fie Aalf kour.



SELF-GUIDED ACTIVITIES
HIKING TRAILS

The Grand Portage: The §.5-mile Grand Portage is epen
for hiking. Tewa campsites are available for camping at
Fort Charlotte, Afres parmitis required, and can be ob-
tained at the Heritage Ceanter or online at: wisrdnps.gowd
grpo/planyourvisit/permitsandrezservationshtm. For
morzinformation about camping at Fort Charlatteplaase

zeapagell,

Mt. Rose Trail: The bdt. Bosetrail, located acrossfrom
the histeric depot, iz a paved ¥-mile-long naturs trail
which climbs 300 fast for a spectacular vista of the despot
and Lake Superior. Approgimate hiking timeis 1hour. A
zalf-guiding trail brochure iz available at the trail head.
Thenew Mount Bose Loop Trail (seemap page 2) begins
at thasrast end of the parking lot in the pienic area.

BROCHURES AVAILABLE

We offer several brochurss for vouruse and
enjoyment:

o NI'E{Grand Fortage Cficial Map and Gaide

o ibwe Lifeways

e Historic{zardens

e Bird & Wildlife Checklists

o Mt Fose Trail

o {srandI'otage Rocks

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM

Become a Grand Portage Junior Rangar! This
program, for kids ages 7 to 13, is free. Activity
guides can be pickad up at the Heritagg Center
and Great Hall. Youshould allow at1dast 1%
hours to complete this activity. Whenfinished,
kids are awarded a Junior Kangerbadgeand a
voyagaur's contract. This is a family activity
and we encourage parents to gt involyed and
enjoy the program with their kids! Children un-
der the age 0f 7, or those with spacial needs, will
raquira the assistance of an adult.

BOOKS WORTH BROWSING

To help alleviate the isolation
of winter posts, the North West
Company provided reading
materials. Draniel Harmon, a
NorthWest Company clerk
wrota,

“Most of oner leisure rnornents
{andwhick is nearly nine tenths
of our time) will bespent read-
g, and conversing on wiat we

Raveread”

Thefollowing titles may be found in vourlocal librarsy:

"“Bral ding Sweetgrasn Indigencauis Wisdormn, Scientific
Knowledge, and the Teaching of Flants” REobin Kirnrnerer,
2015, Milkweed Editiens, Minmeapolis, MM, 408 pg,

“The Creator’s Game® by Art Coulson, 2013, The Michigzan
tate Uniwersity Press, St Paul, MM dépg.

“French and Indians in the Heart of Morth Armerica® edited by
Eobert Englebert & Guillawrne Teasdale, 2013, Minnesota
Historical Sodety Press, East Lansing, M1, 256 pg,

“Original Lo cal: Indigenous Foods, Stories, and Bedpesfrom
the Upper Midwest" by Held E, Erdrich, 2013, The Minne-
sota Historieal Society Press, St Paul, MM, 264 pg,

“Talking Slop Ojibwe Constellations as a Reflection of Life on
the Land " by Carl Gawboy & Ron Morton, 2014, Bock-
flower Press, Duluth, MM, 11dpg,

"Morth shere: & Natural History of Minnesota’s Superior
Coast" by Chel Anderson & Adelheid Fischer, 2015, Uni-
versity of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, MM 632 pg,

“The Writings of David Thermnpsen, Velune [T edited by Wil-
liarn E. M oreau, 2015, University of Washington Press, se-
attde, Wa 310pg,

" Powrw ow Surnrner: & Famnily Celebrates the Circle of Life” by

Marcie Rendon, 2013, The Minnesota Histerical Soclety
Press, 5t Paul , W, dd pa.

“Freshwater Passages: The Trade and Trawvels of Peter Pond™ by
Diavid Chapin, 2014, University of Nebraska Press, Lineoln,
MNE, 376ps.

“Before and After the Horlzon: Anishinaabe Artdsts of the Great
Lakes" edited by Davld W, Perny & Gerald M advlaster,
2013, Natienal bMuseuwrn of the American Indian, Washing-
ton, DnC, 128 pg,

“Modem Spirit: The Art of George Morrizsen” by W, Jackson
Eaishing IIT & Kristen dakholm, 2013, University of Olla-
homa Press, Norman, OK, 182 pg,

These books are also available at the Fastern National
baookstors inthe Grand Partage Wation al Monwment
Heritage Center.



The Grand Rendezvous

Ranger Karl Koster

The hustle and bustle of summer activity peaked
with the North W est Company Rendezvous held
here at Grand Portage. This was the time when furs
from wintering posts, which reached into Canada,
were delivered down the historic Frand Fortaee.
The annual Rendezvous is still celebrated here dur-
ingthe second full weekend of August. The event is
held in conjunction with the Rendezvous Days and

Powrwow, sponsored by the Grand Portage Band of

Lake Superior Chippewa. The annual gathering is
our biggest and grandest celebration ofthe vear, a
time when Grand Portage comes alive and reflects
on its rich heritage. Re-snactors from acrossthe
country and Canada gatherto camp and challenge
each other. Thisis one event you do not want to
miss! Music, dancing, craft demonstrations, and
hands-on workshops ensure an exciting weekend at
the national monument.

Bloodsuckers and Heroes: A True Tale about Bats, Part One

Chief of Resources Management Bill Clayton

Grestings inguisitive vigitor and welcome to
Grand Portage MNational Monument. [want to
take a moment of your time and rant a little
about our biting, blood-sucking bugs of the
north woods. And then I'want to talk about how
immensaly fun and satisfying it is to watch them
get eaten. Prior to “coming over” to the INational
Park Service around four years ago, | had the
unique honor to servefor almost 14 yvearsas an
archasologist for the 11.5, Forest Service on the
Superior INational Forest. [spent the majority
of that time working on archasological survays,
site excavations and restoring historic buildings
in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.
[ruring those years, we would spend a good por-
tion of the spring, summer and fall months, in

two-person crews, paddling the lakes and
streams of the Boundary Waters on week-long
work trips. Lots and lots of time spent paddling
and surveying lakeshores, fire scars, "blow-
down” and the hills around the lakes, watar-
sheds not to mention miles of portage trails. We
spentevenings in camp under the most intense
“star shows"” most modern day suburban victims
of sky-pollution ever get to gee. {n many occa-
slon we would walt out epic thunderstorms or
stare up for hours at glorious, sublime displays
of the aurora borealis.

Andlramemhber. ..

Therewere alzo those countless hours my
{Cowtinnad on page i)

)



(Continued from page 5)

The littke brawn bat, abundant in nartheastern Minnesata, indudes mosquitoss and flies in ts diet.

bloodless colleagnes and I had to endure, being
fed upon by millions and millions of blood suck-
ing bugs. Dretermined cloud-swarms of critters,
pre-programmed by years of adaptive evolution
with an intense bloodlust. Black flies that grant
you the boon of injecting an anticoagulant in
vour skin before taking a bite out of it and lap-
ping up your life fluid. Female mosquitos, al-
though not technically carnivores, out to find
blood in order to provide protein for healthy
egg development. Horse-flies. Dreer-flies. Skin
cutters and blood-lappers. All outfor a chunk of
1s.

“How many stars are in our own Milly W ay
Galaxy?” i a common question some inguisitive
children eventually get around to asking a cor-
nered and dumfounded parent at some point
during their all-too-short careers ag little ones.
My answrer to that age-old question when it fi-
nally came to me was something like (in a very
agsured yvet slightly quavering voice), “well my
danghter, whatever that number is, it's gotta be
profoundly less than the number of mosquitos
on any given Boundary Waters campsite, on any
given day, in any given month of June.”

Or July. Orearly August. Sometimes late Au-
gust. Into September some years.

But the month really do=sn’t matter in the end.
For most of our southern boreal summers,
they're just here. Andwe, their hapless food
source, have no place to run from their relent-
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less feeding frenzy, except to our humble tents.
Tents which, after a few hours of slaughtering
engorged mosquitos to prepare for a night of
uneasy sleap, begin to look like a splatter scene
from any low-budget, B-movie zombiz film. I
hava bought many a shiny brand-new back-pack
tent as my home-away-from-home while work-
ing in the Boundary %Waters - all, overly expen-
sive, “ultra-light” tents that by the end of the
first inangural trip look, from countlass blood-
engorged mosquito-smashes and smears, as rust
-colorad on the inside as that rusty-red hammer
head sitting uselessly on the corner shelf in my
garage.

Ecologists, scientists who study groups of living
things and how they interact in one particular
landscape or region, like to tell us that all living
things are “connected” and related in some
complex “web of life” at different levels of scale.
They like to tell us that because it very much
seems to be true. Years and years of scientific
regearch into numerous ecosystems all over our
planet seems to bear that notion out. Scienceis
funny that way. Part of that vast web of relation-
ships has to do with how life-formes go about
gettinga meal. 1 believe the term 2cologists use
foritiz somethinglike “trophic pathway” or
“food web.” Scientists have their own languags
which includes many interesting-sounding
words to describe what they're studying. On
rare occaslon, it pays to pay attention to thosa

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

words and find out what they mean, in order to
understand what the science is trying to t2ll us
about the world in which we liva.

But [ digress. Food. Connections between life-
forms.

In the end, we'reall food. Like we are a delicacy
for the female black fly. And likewise, the black-
fiv, as well as the mosquito, and other small
blood-lappers and blood-suckers, iz a standard
food offare for that most prolific of mammalian
species, (and probably the most weird looking),
the bat.

Actually that’swhat I'm here to talk about. Bats.
Ifyouspend enough time in the Boundary % a-
ters, slogging it out with the bugs day after day
and night after night, you eventually get to ap-
preciate the misunderstood and neadlassly
feared bat. Each eveningwithout fail, they
would appear out of the deepening gloom of the
wood line, swooping, weaving and speed-diving
around the lake shore scooping up any bug they
can get a bead on. They werelike an avenging
air force, in some heroic modern war movia,
coming to save the day for baleagnerad ground
troops slugging their way through some losing
battle. As pathetic as it sounds (it does to my
daughter arnyway), we would wealkly cheer as
they came zipping out of the gloom along with
their flitting and hovering, bug-2ating compatri-
ots, the dragon flies. The satisfaction we felt at
knowing the tide was temporarily turned - the
consumers of our flash were themselves getting
munched on - wasbeyond satisfying for surly
field crews who clearly spent way too much time
in the woods searching for archasological sites
vear after year.

Indead. Batszare misunderstood and wrongly
feared. The primary reason being an extremely
nasty form of virus (rabies), and the human nead
to construct fairy tales about critters and other
natural phenomena instead of doing the brave
thing and finding out about the way the world
works.

Here's one such story for you. {nce upona
time there was a weird-looking, unsettling little
mammal with wings, that like every other re-
spectable fairy tale monster, comes out primarily
at night, iz dark in color, possesses sharp teeth,
beady little eyes, and likes to live in dark spooky
environments such as caves, attics, creepy old
barns, and buildings. %What's even more disturb-
ing, our little winged fairy tale critter has evolu-
tionary cousing that live in the tropics who occa-
sionally like to consume the blood of other ani-
mals, by biting. This is a habit that's gotten the
whole spacies unfairly, and universally tappad as
a "“symbol” for another fairy tale monster that
livegs onblood - and bites - the “shimmering”
Vampire of western pop-culture. Ontopofall
thiz iz a common observation that bats like to fly
super-fast at night, in wildly unpredictabla,
seemingly crazy, flight patterns. Patterns that
often times bring them “dangerously” close to
our vilnerable noggine, and of course, potential
hair entanglement. Atleastfor those of us who
havehair (that wouldn’t be me).

I think most importantly as far as “bad press®
goeg, those creepy places where bats like to liver
Those places tend to be warm and moist, a
seemingly good environment for diseases to live,
Speaking of disease, let's add one more ingradi-
ent to the fairy-tale stew we have brewing herea
Let's add the fact that there are several nasty
fungal and viral critters that occasionally like to
hang out in the bodies of mammals such as bats.
Critters that are getting passed around out there
in those dark warm secret places, relatively nasty
little things we can't gee, like the deadly virus
known as “rablies,” or a certain fungus known by

Maosquito in flight, watch outl

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

the evil-sounding term, “histoplasmosis” that
show up in the droppings of bats and birds.

My friends, we are in unique position to witness
together, the making of a fairy tale or myth, and
play victim to it. Like mostfairy tales thereizan
element of truth, or so they say. In our case, like
all critters on this planset including us, there are
diseaszes associated with bats, but itbecomes a
question of how many are infected and how fre-
quently they get infected. The answer to that is,
not very many, and not compared to other
mamimals that share the same ecosystems, like
skunks. The real izssne isn’t panic over a poorly
understood mammal, the issue is simply mini-
mizing exposure to those disease risks that all
animals pose, including us, but doing so without
harming what actually is not a creepy, flying
fairy-tale monster. Itisinfact a well-adaptad,
very, very unique order of small mammal known
ag Chiroptera.

¥es lknow. Another science term. Butit'sza
fun one. Say it. Chir-op-tera.

At gome point in the near future, inanother park
neweletter, ['would like to cook up another
story for you. This time, a non-fiction tale,
about these remarkable warm-blooded critters
that continually spare us having to endure even
higher populations of biting, blood-consuming
bugs on our Boundary Waters trips than we al-
ready do. Iwill tell you, based on scientific re-
search, what they're really like. How they live.
What they eat. Their place in the "“web of life.”
And how they can actually “see” in the visible
light spectrum, but also how they also seein
“sound” using the remarkable sensory adaptive
trick known as “echolocation.” This seeing al-
lovwrs them to fly like banshees through the night
and do so without getting snarled up in anyone’s
new hair-do.

More importantly I'm going to spinforyoua
raally sad tale about something really, really im-
portant to the health of those ecosystems of
which the bat iz a prime player. The gist of that
sad tale iz, we're losing our bat populations

8

around the world. So the evil monsters in this
next Tale of Terror are known as “habitat loss”
and human-cansed, or “anthropogenic” disease,
whichgoes by theless horror-inducing name of
“white noge syndrome.” Another fungus among
1z, but a bad one.

Until then, getinformed about bats. Take some
time and read up about them. Stop fzaring them
and start understanding them. Enjoy them even.
And whataver yvou do, quit thinking about them
as “vermin.” They're simply not. Take a trip in
the Boundary % aters and allow yourself to get
consumed by swarms of tiny blood-consuming,
EEAL monsters, so youcan experience the sat-
izfaction of watching them get eaten. And =aten.
And eaten. By the true heroes of my tale.

Bats.

Stylized illustration of warious bat face types, from
ErnstHaeckel's 1904 natural history opus, Kunstfor

men doar Natur Wikimadia Commons



Grand Portage

History

Indian people have traveled thiz footpath
between the Pigeon River and Lake Superior for
centuries. The (Hibwe called the Portage “Gicki
Oniganing,, The Great CarryingPlace. Gichi
Oniganiing or the Grand Portage, tothose from
Montréal in the colony of New France, enablad
(jibwe and other Indian peoples to conduct
trade with neighboring tribes and to access local
hunting and gathering areas. Ojibwe people
frequently traveled the Fortage carrying birch
bark canoess and baskets, fish from Lake
Superior, garden seed, wild rice, raw copper
from Isle Royale and flint from Gunflint Lake.

In thelate 17% century, as French trade with
woodland peoples expanded, explorers such as
Draniel Greysolon, Stesr Do Dhnt, may have
learnad about the Grand Portage through
contacts with (}ibwe, Cree or Assiniboine
families. Explorars possibly traveled across the
portage with Indian gnides but no written
account of such use has been uncoverad.

The first documentad travel along the Grand
Portagewasmadein173]. Explorer and trader
Pierre Ganltier, Stenr dela Vérendrye, sent a son

and nephew across the FPortage with instructions

to establish a post on Rainy Lake. La
Viéyendyre'saccount indicated that thaPortage
was well known by native people. He described
it az being from three to three and a quarter

MNational Far

lienes (?’5 -8.1 mﬂes) He a]so noted aEE ULy
people, in dismay at thelength of the portage..
pitinied and lonwdly demanded that I should turn
back.”

After La Viérendrye, other explorars and traders
traveled the Grand FPortage to access the pays
d’en haut, the vast unknown " up country,, of the
northwest. By 1763, after conclusion of the
French and Indian War, the British had wrested
control of the fur trade from the French, and
trade with {jibwe and other woodland and
plaing Indians continued to expand. The North
West Company, in 1784, began building its
sumimmer headguarters at the eastern terminus of
the Portage. For the next 25 years, voyageurs,
clerks, guides, interpreters, wintering partners
and agents of the INWC, the fractions XY
Company and smaller firms routinely used the
Grand Fortage.

The Grand Portage qgoes through a gap in the hills



: Pigeon River

The Pigeon Riveris the western termims ofthe Grand Portqge and forms part ofthe
international borderbetween the United States and Canada, From Fort Charlotte the river %
flows 22 mil es east over hazardous rapids, cascades and waterfalls finally emptying into @&
Lake Superior. To avoid these obstacles, Indian people portaged their canoes across the { v

Grand Portagebetween the river and Lake Superior longbefore Eurepeans arrived.

Fort Charlotte
The North West Company and laterthe XY Company built stockade
depotshere. They enclosed wareshouses and support buildings to
temporarnily store and secure trade items and fars being transported across
the Grand Portage. Fort Charlotte was named after the wife of King
George ITL
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The stream flows into the Figeon River at Fort
Ft. Charlotte Charotte. k once ssparated the Morth West Erand Por Comid
fundeveloped) Campany and the XY C ampany depats here. ] tage Lomoor
Upper Grand Borfage trail mileage., /
Aeoess and parking available at Co Rd. 17 crossing of Grand A
Partage trail carridar. &
o

Curing the 17905, Fart Charlotte was such a busy depat that winterer Wr. Donald Rass was called “the governar,® due ta his kng tenure
thers, Fart Charlatte watercalor by Howeard Sweertson e ariginal in Heritage Center at top of stairs)

Distances
Dietances along the Grand Forfage are indicated in miles by travel in both directions an the Grand Podage is shawn
b e,

Fram Fart Charlatte Fram Lake Superticr

tar Lake Superior ta Fart Charlotte

Fart Chatlatte
Beawver Pond
Cea, Rd 17
PN Hwwy 61
Lake Superiar

L D
=

0o 1 e 2
g o T N I

Parking

Portage users may park vehides at the Herita ge Center pa rkinglot or at the County Road 17 crossing. Ifyour
plans include camping at Fort Charleotte, please obtain your free permit at the information desk in the Heritage
Center. Please inform a park rangerif you intend to leave vehicle(s) overnight in the parking lot.
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What is a Portaga?

A portageis an overlandtrail orpathway which permits
thetransport of materials such as canoes, suppliesand
cargo from one body ofwater to another.

Poses

During fur trade times the Grand Portqge was
divided between 16 to 18 poses or resting places.
Such rest stops were usually located near a difficult
section of a portage such as a hill or marshy area and
frequently near sources of fresh water. Here
voyageurs unloaded theirheavy packs, waited for
their strength to return and enjoyed a drink orbrief
smok e of their pipe before continuing,

Posesalso served as temporary collection points for
packs of valuable merchandise. All packsand
materials being carried across a portage were
assembled together befors moving to the next pose.
By movingthe packs in this organized way, any loss
wWas minimized.

Thelength of a portage was frequently defined by the
marmber ofposesit contained. Theywere generally
one-third to one-half mile apart depending on the
difficulty of the terrain. Thelocation of a pose
probably changed overtime asthe conditions in that
particular area changed.

*k:.-- (gl

@ . . kzéfv/’)é%

Elevations fasl (feet above sea level)

Lake Superiar— 610 fasl
Fart Charkatte—12 410 fas]

Highest Point along the Gramd Barfage
Z.0rre 1345 fasl

Note: The Grand Forfage ascends B30 ft,
betwween Lake Superior and Fort Charlatte,

i |

——

HEton Depot ;
Includes

5 m Stockade Ara
and Buildings

Gatehause is 0.1 mfrom shore of Lake Supenar.

carridar,
MNote: Maps are not to the same saale.

Levver Grand Porfage trail milkage. Trailhead (00, across Wil Creek Rd. from

Acoess and parking available at Coo Rd. 17 emossing aof Grand Portage trail

Hesritage Center
Parking Lot
Exhibits, video,
backcountry
pEmits

s

Lake Superior
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Camping/Hiking and Skiing

The Grand Fortage is open year round for hiking,
cross country skiing and snowshoeing. You may
accessthe Portage fromthe Heritage Center
parking lot overlooking Lake Superior, MMN Hwy
61, Co. Road 17 or from Fort Charlotte on the Pi-

geon River.

The Grand Portage climbs 630 feet between lake
superiorand the Pigeon River. Round-trip hiking
timefromthe depot is approximately 10 to 12

hours.

Co. Foad 17 crosses the Grand Portage at its ap-
proximate mid-point and isabout 11.5 miles from
the Heritage Center parking lot. Take MN Hwy
61 south from Casino Road, travel about a quarter
mileto thejunction of Co. Road 17, Turnright on
Co. Boad 17 and follow it until it meets Old US
Hwy6l, Co. Foad 17 continues to the right, pass-
es Mt. Mand road on the right, and Partridge Falls
road on the left eventually crossing the well

marksd Grand Portage mid-point trailhead.
Safety
The Grand Portage is often wet and muddy dur-

ing late spring, summer and early fall. Terrain is
uneven andthere ars exposed rock surfaces and
tree rocts. Boardwalks have been constructed
over some of the wettest places, but large areas of
standing water frequently remain threughout the

year. Sturdy, waterproof footwear is recommend-

zd.
e Carry plenty of drinking water.

o Mosquitoss and black flies are abundant from
late spring until mid-summer. Take repellent with

you.

® Please stay on the Portage. Old logging roads
and animaltrails crisscross the Grapnd Portage and

may lead you astray.

o ['o not disturb wildlifs or archeclogical
remains.
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Camping at Fort Charlotte

o Two campsites at Fort Charlette will accommo-
dateupto 10 people

® Feservations for afres camping permit can be
made ahead of time by calling for assistance dur-
ing business hours oronline.

e More information is available online at:warr. -
npsgovigrpo/planyourvisit! permitsandreserva-
tions.htm.

® Pleaze inform a park ranger if you planto leave
your car in the parking lot overnight or longer.

Leave No Trace Camping

e Carrying a backpacking stove is recommended.
o Campfires ars permitted onlyin fire grates.

e A pit toilet is located nearby.

® There is no safe drinking water at Fort Char-
lotte, so water must befiltered, chemically treated

or boiled befors drinking.

® Please pack out what you pack in. Do not bury
trash or place it in the pit toilet.

o Uszonly dead and downed wood for campfires.

o Do not cut down trees near the campsites or

peel bark from them.

Prohibited on the Grand Portage:

® Muotorized Vehicles

o Muotareyales

o AT (All-terrain vehicles)
o Snowrnobiles

o Bicycles

® Horses


http://www.nps.gov/grpo/planyourvisit/permits.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grpo/planyourvisit/permits.htm
http://www.nps.gov/grpo/planyourvisit/permits.htm

{ o ritsemead from pape 1)

anvone knew, “nothing™ was going on at Isle Rovyal e
at this time. Further, little was known about the
island archipelage {you can see the southwest end of
“the Island” on a clear day from here) among
Americans ofthe day. And except for one recordin
an obscure 183% government document —=“A List of
the Mixed-Blood Chippewa of Lake Superior” - we
could only conjecture why a baby girl with a French-
Canadian name was born there. Putting together
family genealogical information and a new website
listing thousands of voyageurs thttpfwwrw.shsb,
mb.cafenfvovageurs-database) we were able to make
alittle sense of this. Mary La Duc’s motherwas an
unnamed Grand Portage CHibwe woman who had a
child with a vovageur named Bruneau. Usingthe
vovageur database wewers able to identify the likely
father, a vovageur by the name of Alexis Bruneau.
Turns out, Alexis Brunean was from the parish of
Maskinonge outside of Montreal and he worked for
the XY Company. So farse good,we could place
Alexis Brunean in (srand Fortage at the right time.

But didwe merely exchange one quandary for
another? New questions kept poppingup. Was
Brunean with the Grand Fortage Ofibwe woman
when their child wasborn? Dhd the XY Co have an
operation on Isle Royale (that wouldbe real news if
g0)! What was Mary Bruneau La Duc’s mother
doing on Isle Rovale at that time? Theseason for
making mapl e sugar—when the tree sap is “running”

—was overby her daughter’s June 10, 1804 birth date.

Early fishing forlake trout, when the waters are

warmingup in the harbors and bays would be good,
but wouldn't last a long time. Maybethe XY Co.
smployees were fishing for sturgeon which move
into shallow waters to spawn at this time. Sturgeon
are very large fish and catchingthem wonld mean a
plentifil food source. This would also be
remarkable because we have no knowledge of such
an operationand sturgeon nolonger spawn at Isle
Rovale. Ifthey were catching fish were they salting
them in barrels to keep for winter consumption?
Droes this possibility match up with alongtoeld story
ofa furtrade fishery at Isle Rovale? Inlearning
more, we moved from one set of questions to
another. But the subsequent set of questions
become more attuned to these places and more
specific to the potential of sach place.

W e are very actively trvingto learn more about
{Grand Portage. Wehave on-going archaeological,
historical, geological, biological, and environmental
studies. This summerwillbethe vearof
archaeological investigations as wewill have three
crews here doing work mostly sast ofthe Grand
Portage Cresk. Who knows, mavbe we'll learn some
new things that might help establish exactly where
one of the XY Co.posts arelocated.

We are delighted vouareheretolearn about Grand
Portagewith us. Take sometime to look around, ask
questions, and maybe discovera mysteryortwo of
your own. Helpuswonderabout this place—ask
those questions! Thope youwill come to see apart
of Grand Portage as Ido;Grand Portageis good to
think about and try to re-imagine. Enjoy your visit
with ns.

Qjibwemodaa: Let's Speak Ojibwe

Ranger feremy Kingsbury

Thesze phrazes can be seen arcund Grand Portages, or can
beused during your visithers.

Eoogfioo: (Bon- Zhoo): Hello (slightly formal)
Aawity: (Ah-Ween): Hi

Mt Groecfe (hde —Giwray-ch): Thank you
Bitedigen: (Bea-diz- ain): Comeinzide
Arvegonenl: (Away-gon-in) Whatizite
Aauitedit: (Ah-neen-des): Whereiz ity

Gawarvaabi (Gah-nah-wah-bee) Lok

TRz Lok way): Woman

Feipi (In- in- ce):hian

Abieoojiinf: (&h- Bin-och-jse): Child

EBajiishka’ogaan: (Bah-Jsesh-ka-ch-gahn): Conical Lodge
Wiigizs aqm: (W ee-gih-wahra: Wigiarn

Nizawa'ogame: (Mh-sah-wah-ch-gahn): Peakied Lodge

Gigawaabamin Minawaa: (Gih-gah-wah-bah-min Meen
-ah-wah): See you later
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http://www.shsb.mb.ca/en/Voyageurs_database
http://www.shsb.mb.ca/en/Voyageurs_database

Grand Portage: Fish is in Our Blood

Ranger Beth Drost

- -
Hendricksons | Falkeners I’

Mindestroms

WHO FISHED WHERE
AS REMEMBERED BY ED OLSON

Bill Hirsch &
John Zebrandh

v
-

| Einar Bloomquist ]
| & Ronle Wrapp

”

Albert Olson &
Pete Gagnon

| Emie & Elmer Spry |

Olsons, Cab Jones &
Captain John F. john

Edwiard Okon, a retived lacal fisherman, rerrembers fehermen at every harboar up and desen the Morth Shoe in the 19306 and 158405,
Feherrmen set their nets clase ta hame, f they can. They can be termtarial oo, @y setting nets autside their usual boundaries.

A wisit to the North Shore will not be complete with-
ot a meal with fresh Lake Superior fish, Whers was
the fish caughty Who caught it? When was it caught?
Chances are if vouask, someones will know all of these
answers when voubuy fresh fish on the North Shore.
It is as local as you ars geing to get. Fishing is a part of
lifs for many on the North Shore,

My dad, Cuartis GGagnon, is a retired Ofibw e commeer-
cial fisherman, and he makes the best smoked fish I
have everhad. Mybrother, Fete, also has his own
commeraial fishing business, mavbe he will catch vour
fish! I grewup fishing, Ispent alot oftime fishing
alongthe banks of streams, alonglake shores, or from
aboat. Whenlthink of Grand Fortags, ITthink fish. I
wouldlike to share a little of what T know abeout fish-
ingin Grand Fortage with you today.

Longbefore Buropeans arrived in Grand Portage, fish
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was a staple inthis area. Sometimes it was the only
food. Native people used gill nets on Laks Sup erior
andthesmallerlakesinthe area. In summer thev were
set from birch batk canoes; in winter, nets were sat
undertheice. There are countless ways to catch a fish,
but nets could catch alot of fishin one set, could be
left overnight without sup ervision, and were 2asy to
make and mend. Made from plant fibers, the nsts
ware constracted mach like the monofilament nets
commeraial fishermen use today, They were sunk
with weights and suspended in the water with “foats.”
The net could be sunk desp or shallew in the water
depending onwhere the fish were.

The {srand I'ortage Ofibwe have been commercial
fishermen for centuries. They know the waters and
where to find the fish. They know that during certain
seasons, fish are close to shore and they know when




the fish are in deep water. Theyknow when thelake
carrents will changs andthe effect it will have on sach
species of fish. Early businessmen and explorers at
Grand Portage dependad onthis local knowledgeto
sarvive here,

Fishermen in {5rand Fortage today are just as knowl-
edgeable. They wotk forthemselves or for fishernies,
orboth. They still know where the fish are and how to
catchthem. Inthe 19205 and 1%30s there were fisher-
men in every bay up and down the North Shore. To-
day, there arelessthan a dezen commeraial fishermen
left iniGrand Fortage.

In thelate 1700s, OHibwe fishermen caught fish forthe
MNorth West Company post,.they brought lake trout,
whitefish, and herring, Nor™Westers were perhaps the
first to employ the Ojibwe fishermen’s knowledges of
thebig Lake. The Amernican Fur Company’s operation
at (Grand Portage and Isle Rovale from 1836-1841 em-
ploved Ofibwe fishermen, too. For five short years the
company emploved as many as 200 ibwe fishermen in
Grand Portags and many more onlsde Rovale, They
were paidby the barrel. Lack of demand and trade
routes (hot alack of fish) forcedthe business to end
operation on Lake Superiorin 1541,

From 1848-1837 another fishery was defermined to
get a share of the Lake Superior market, Hugh H.
McCullough’'s company bought fish from Ojibwe fish-
ermen, also by the barrel. The fishery bought fish
from fishermen up and downthe North Shore and at
Isle Royals, Again,the company did a fine job of
catching fish, but without a wider matket to ship the
fish to and a line to ship on, McCullough alse failed to
be prosperous.

Anew railread to Daluth, finished in 1870, openedthe
fishery to the world. In 1871, wholesale fisheries began
te appearin Dhauth, The new ralread connected
Lake Supenorto the Mississippi River, allowing Lake
Superior fisheries to sell te distant marsets, Fishermen
could sendtheir catch on a steamship to the Duluth
fishenes where it couldthen be soldteo buyerslocated
bevondthe Great Lakes.

News ofthe booming fisheries brought Scandinavian
immmigrants to the north shors of Lake Superior. These
fishermen wereusedto big ocean waters, Lake Sup en-
or's north sho re was almeost like home forthem. They
used nets spanning mors than 350 feet. They could
take hundreds of pounds of fish at once. Local Ojibwe
became concernad that they, the Scandinavians and
the fisheries were overharvesting the fish,

More and more fisheries meant more and more fish
harvested, the lake trout population felt the strain.
Char grandparents, those alive dunng the fishing
boorn, tell us stories (ves, fish stories) of the fishbeing
so thick all youhad to do was dip a net in the water

ﬁ FRESH FISH

Curtk Gagnon works on one of his gill nets, circa 1980, The nets are
cleaned of algae and sticks, mended of holes and tears, and dried to pre-
vent mold. Fishemen will have many nets that they z=t in different boa-
tions. Sometimes two or mone nets are strung together.

andvou could fill a whole boat, But, by the 19303, the
invasive s¢a lamprey andthe over-harvesting decimat-
ed lake rout populations to near destruction. Today,
although the lake trout mambers have never returned
to what thev were--we fish, we catch fish, and we eat
fish in Grand Portage.

Todayifyoulook out on Grand Fortages Bay, inthe
moming or evening, vou will see a {3rand Fortage tra-
dition. It's a Grand Fortags fisherman heading out to
his nets. Although the catchisn’t what it used to be,
they still go cut hoping to catch enough to feed their
familiss and mavbe a little extra to give away or sell.
Future fishermen and fisherwomen are born every
vear, Thetribe now has its own fish hatchery, "We fish
becaase welowe to eat fish, but I think it’s more than
that—we fish becanse it is in ourbleod.

When dreing meat, a smoky fire was used to keep the bugs and bids
away. The pmcess of remaving the moisture fom the fish while lkeaving
the good fat in took about two days. Presenvation could be dane withouwt
zalt, sometimes ma plke sugarwas added to help peserve it and add flavar.
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Environmental Legacy

/ -
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Research indicates the southern boreal ecosystem of Grand Portage is highly sensitive to mercury depasition.

Grand Portage National Monument (GEPO)
has had some disturbing environmental news of
late. Together with partners at University of
Wisconsin and the NI'S Grest Lakes Network
we have discovered that there may be an envi-

rontental link to our past, namely mercury.

{hicksilver, as somewould call it, can take
many forms. Often it is emitted into theairas a
byproduct of burning coal for energy orbaking
taconite for processing. These are our most sig-
nificant modern sources. But there are many
other smaller sources too. In order of least
arnounts of mercuryto most are: the fillings in
your teeth, compact fluorescent lightbulbs
(CFL’s), thermometers and thermostats, Ther-
mostats contain as much mercury as 600 CFL s
Given all these sources of mercury, it reallywas
no surprise that mercury was found in the envi-
ronment at GRPO. What was surprising was the
arnount captured inthe soil- as much as 3 times
that found in the western Great Lakes and the
Experimental Lakes Area in Ontaric, Canada.
Also high in concentrationswere mercury in
fish, water, sediment and dragonfly larvas from
GRPO streams. These high concentrations of

mercury have important consequences,

First, 73% offish that would makeup the diet of
belted kingfishers exceeded the distary bench-
mark that indicates harm to health and repre-
duction. For mink, the distary benchmark was
exceeded in 23% of the fish that form the basis
of their food. What abeout fish-sating people?
Az it happens, the streams of GRPO sither don't
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havethetypes of fish people eat, orin the caze
of Grand Portage Creek, have fish like trout that
are protected from mercury bioacoumulation
{accumulating meraary in higher concentrations
than arefound in the environment) bytheir life
cycle. Large portions of life in thebig blues wa-
ters of Lake Superior and a diet of organisms
from the base of the food chain contributeto
much lower concentrations of mercuryin spe-

cies stich as rainbow and coaster brool trout.

Belted kingfisher with fish
Fhote Howard Cheng Wikimedia Commeans

so where did the extra mercary come from?
Why has it accumulated in concentrations as
much asthreetimes greater than elsewhere?
The answer could be in thetrade patterns of the
13% century. Vermilion, 2 synthetic mercuric
sulfide pigment derived from cinnabar ore, was
a principaltrade item and gift during the height
of thefurtrads. The supply of vermilion at
GRPO was large enough that one 1737 invento-



ry of trad e goodsleft over from a season of trad e
listed mors than 100 pounds. Also left over wers
galipotsigallon pots) of mercurial ointments
rabbed intothe skin to care what ailed you in the
18% century. How is it that people survived this
way? How could they slather themselves with
mercurial eintments and paint their skin vermil-
ion? Fortunately forus, most sources of mercury
(all of those listed above) produce mercury in its
inerganicform. This mercury can pass right
throughus causing relatively little harm. But, if
that mercury is methylated in the environment,
orchanged into aform that is easily accumulated
inthefat and muscle of organisms- like in a laks,
wetland, stream, swamp orbog it takes on a very
harmful bicaccuamulative form. This methylated
mercary accumulates in organisms and damages
health and reproduction. To protect yourself, be

sureto read consumption advisories that are

What Can [ Do?

mink with fish.

Phota Bjorn Tennoe Wikirmedia Cormmans

posted about fish, sat fish low on the food chain
and go fishing primarily in sky blus waters rather

than those stained the color oftea,

M ore research is planned this sammer to id enti-
fythe specific sources of mercury and assess bio-
accumulation in marsh-dwelling song birds;

watch forupdates in newslattersto come.

o EEAD and follow federal, state, and tribal fish consamption guidelin es—esp ecially women and

children.

o FREDMUICEtheamount of energy youuss, both electricity and fus=l

o EEUSE snergy-expensive consamer products; give a second thought to disposable items.

o ERECYCLE everything, inchading electronics, steel, fluorescent bulbs, and therm om sters.

e and SHARE your new knowledge of mercury with others.

Where Canl Find More Information?

1. Biodiversity Research Institute, The Extent and Effects of Mercury Pollutionin the Great

Lakes Region

http/ e briloon.ore/mercury-in-the-great-lakes-region

2. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, BasicInformation on Mercury

httpufwrarw epagovw/mercury/abont. htm

3. U.5, Environmental Protection Agency, Fish Consumption Guidelines

httpuffwrarar epagovi/hofadvisories. him

4. Minnesota Department of Health, Fish Consumption Guidelines

httpy/ferarw healthostate.mnaas/divs/sh A b/

3. Grand Portage Environmental Department, Guide to Eating Fish

-Send inquiries to:

Grand Portage Environm ental Departm ent

27 Store Road, PO Box 425
Grand Portage, MN 55605
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http://www.briloon.org/mercury-in-the-great-lakes-region
http://www.epa.gov/mercury/about.htm
http://www.epa.gov/hg/advisories.htm
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/fish/

AREA INFORMATION:

There are a few places nearby to purchase light meals, snacks, gas, and other necessities.
The food and lodging information provided herveis for the conveniznce of our visitors,
and isnot an endorsement by the National Park Service.

SERVICES:

Grand Portage Trading Post, Post Office &
SPUR Gas/Diesel — Lirive about 1/2 mile west (a
right hand turn out of Heritage Center parkinglot)
onto Mile Creek Road. The Trading Post, Post
{Mfice and SPUR gas station are on the right ba-
tween Mile Creek Road and Highway 61. Phone:
218.475.2282

Grand Portage Lodge/Gift Shop/ Island View
Dining Room — Dirive about 1/2 mile wast on
Mile Creek Road. The Grand Portage Lodge 104-
room facility is on the laft at the stop sign. Phona:
218.475.2401

Ryden’s Border Store, Cafe Hotel & Phillips 66
Gas — Located about4 1/2 miles north of Grand
Portage National Monument on Highway 61, At

any junction to Highway 61 in Grand Portage, turn
right (east) on Highway 61, Follow Highway 61 to
Eyden's on your left. Phone: 218.475.2330

Vowvageurs Marina — Located about 1% miles
from the monument. Follow Mile Creek Foad
east over stone bridge. Follow County Road 17 to
your left, up over the hill and past the church and
school. Continue to follow County Road 17 1%
miles, to the zast side of the bay. The marina will
be on your right. Under new management. Phone
218.475.24746

CAMPGROUNDS:

Grand Portage Marina & Campground - Hiari-
na Rd. (adjacent to Grand Portage Lodge & Casi-
noj, Grand Portage, M, 55605, Phone
218.475.24746

Judge Magney State Park— 4051 E Hwy 61, Grand
Marais, MIN, 55604. Phone: 218.387.3039

Grand Marais Recreation Area— Highway 61,
Grand Maraiz, M, 55604, Phone: 2182871712
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LOCAL STATE PARKS:

Grand Portage State Park — 9393 E Hwy 61, five
miles 2ast of Grand Portage. Ofers a scenic trail
to the spectacular Pigeon Falls. The park haza
visitor contact station and sales area. There are
no camping facilities. Phone: 218.475.2360

Judge C.R. Magney State Park 4051 E Hwy
61, 14 miles west of Grand Portage. Offers trout
fishing and white-water kayaking on the Brule
River. There are six miles of summer hiking
trails and five miles of winter ski trails. A well-
maintained trail winds along the river to the Up-
per and Lowear Falls and the Devil’s Kettle, a
large pothole into which half of the river disap-
pears. Phone: 218.387.3039

Cascade River State Park - 3481 W Hwy 61, 45
miles west of Grand Portage. Offers spectacular
waterfalls along the Cascade River. There are al-
g0 scanic overlooks of Lake Superior. There are
18 miles of trails through a birch and spruce for-
est. The park hag a 40-gite campground, picnic
facilities, and plenty of lake and river fishing,
FPhone: 21B.387.3053

Need Special Assistance?

For help or questions
concerning accessibility
at the park,
please contact
any park ranger or
Chief of Interpretation,
Parm Meil

218475 0123 Voice/TDD
GRPO _interpretation@nps. gov




KIDS PAGE: FUR TRADE BINGO

Circle objects you see in the Heritage Center, Ojibwe Village, Voyageur’s Encampment, Ware-
house, Kitchen and Great Hall as you tour Grand Portage National Monument. Find five ob-

jects in a row vertically, horizontally or diagonally and you win!

7
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A FEW TIPS TO HELP YOU ENJOY YOUR VISIT
Safety Officer Sharon Walker

o Wear sturdy footwear when walking on Monument trails. Please stay on the trails. %¥atch closely
for roots and uneven ground to avoid tripping.

e [tonotdrink water from streams or lakes unless youfirstboil or treatit.
o [MNever hike alone. Always tell a friend/relative where vou ars going, and when you plan to return.

e When hiking in the backcountry during summer months, the use of insect repellent and/or head
nets is strongly recommended.

REMINDERS AND HELPFUL INFORMATION
o [MNotifya park employee if you encounter any situation you fal is unsafe.

o All plants and animals within Monument boundaries are protected. Please help us protect them by
not feeding or injuring animals or picking plants.

o Petzand smoking are not permitted inside the stockade walls or inside buildings.

o [Pleasza kesp bicycles out of the stockade and secured to the bike rack provided at the Heritage
Canter. [to notlock bicycles to sign posts or trees.

e A picnic area iz located at the west end of the parking lot at the Mount Rose Loop trailhead stairs.
Another ig east of the palisade across Grand Portage Creek, and may be reached by walking the
path batween Grand Portage Bay and the palisade and crossing the footbridga.

VISITING ISLE ROYALE NATIONAL PARK

For information about ferry service to Isle Royale National Park please
ask park staff.

For more nformation about Grand Portage National Monument, contact:
Superintendent, Grand Portage National Monument
P.O. Box 426, 170 Mile Creek Road, Grand Portage, Minnesota, 55605.
Voice/TDD: 218.475.0123

Visit our website at: http://www.nps.gov/grpo,

or contact us by e-mail at: grpo_interpretation@nps.gov

This document can be obtamed w alternate formats.
Please contact the park’s accessibility coordinator to make a request,

Grand Portage Guide 2015
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