Reflection and Connection

Post-Visit Activity:

Goal:  To assist students in gaining an understanding of the importance of preserving historic sites for the study of early American cultures and the role of the National Park Service in this work

Objectives:  After completing the lesson, students will be able to:[image: image1.jpg]



1. Describe evidence of the presence of Native American Indians at Great Falls Park

2. Identify ways in which the study of Native American cultures is facilitated at the park

3. Describe the role of two additional National Park Service facilities in preserving the record of Native American Indian cultures

Introduction:  Great Falls Park site was home to American Indians of the region.  It was here that they hunted, gathered, farmed, and fished the streams and turbulent waters of the Potomac River.  A visit to the park to explore the place with Park Rangers, or hiking trails and reading park signs and the exhibits in the Visitor Center may provide clues to the areas cultural history and people of the past.  It is important for us to reflect on what we have learned and the importance of preserving and communicating the history of our native cultures. 

Procedure:  To prepare students for written reflection, the teacher may conduct a brainstorming session in which student responses are recorded on the chalkboard/white board.  A web search for additional National Park Service facilities, focusing on Native American Indian cultures will support and extend the journal writing activity.  

Duration:  60 – 90 minutes

1. Begin by helping the students to brainstorm a list of responses to the questions:  “What did we observe about early cultures at Great Falls Park?”  “What does this tell us about how they adapted to their environment?”  The relationship between observations and conclusions may be established with a “T” chart.  For example, the fish petroglyph may indicate a good place for fishing.

2. Students will record their observations, responding to the following prompt:  “At Great Falls Park I discovered three ways in which Native American Indians of the Potomac used their environment in order to survive.”  The students will select three experiences from the Park visit, describing their findings and new understandings about native cultures of the region.  Sketches of artifacts, plants, or animals in the environment may support written observations.

3. The teacher may briefly describe the role of the National Park Service in preserving America’s natural and cultural heritage.  In addition to protecting areas of great beauty, a natural resource for the people of America, the Park Service has an educational mission.

4. Students will record their responses to the following prompt:  “At Great Falls Park, the history of Native American Indians of the Potomac is preserved and communicated to students of history.”  Based on their visit to the Park, students will provide three examples, which might include:  educational programs, exhibits, and site visitation.  Students should be encouraged to identify a meaning beyond the information they read.

5. Copy and distribute the accompanying “Native American Cultures and the National Park Service”.  In a computer lab setting or using a central computer with a/v projection, students will visit National Park Service web sites.  A focused exploration will begin at www.nps.gov -  “Search for Parks”.  Look also for the “In-Depth” button under individual parks for more information and images.  Areas of particular interest may include Mesa Verde National Park, Chaco Culture National Historic Park, Hopewell Culture National Historic Park, Wupatki National Monument, Point Reyes National Seashore, Aztec Ruins National Monument, Navajo National Monument, Canyon De Chelly National Monument, Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site.

6. Students should be encouraged to explore several sites to decide which park most interests them.  Then each student will explore in more depth and write about their park site selection, recording information as indicated below.

Native American Cultures and the National Park Service

National Park:  ___________________________

Location:  _________________________

Web Site:  ___________________________

Native Culture or Tribe:  _________________________

Description of the Park (sites, artifacts, etc.):  ____________________ ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Programs for Students:  _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write down what you think is significant about the culture:      

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

