Meet Naiche

Post-Visit Activity

Goals:  To provide an opportunity for students to understand Native American Indian life in today’s world.

Objectives:  After the lesson, students will be able to: 
1. Identify with a young native boy of the Chesapeake Bay Area.

2. Compare life ways of Native American Indians then and now.

3. List at least three ideas as to why cultural identity is important.

Materials:  Copies of the book, Meet Naiche – A Native Boy from the Chesapeake Bay Area, a My World: Young Native Americans Today series edition by the National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution.  Teachers may wish to purchase a set of books for use at the school.

Introduction:

Many lessons to educate about Native American Indians focus mainly on the past, without including recent history or information on the over 560 tribes living in the United States today.  Many answers can be found in the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of the American Indian, in Washington D.C.  Their website, http://www.nmai.si.edu, has resources for students and teachers.
Meet Naiche – A Native Boy from the Chesapeake Bay Area is an excellent picture book with short narrative pieces and illuminating photographs that offers young readers a unique perspective on Indian culture for a Piscataway family living near Washington D.C.  Through the eyes of young Naiche, we learn that values and traditions prevail over time, and that culture defines who we are, which is manifested in language, stories, family and important social gatherings.  It is a reminder for the need to understand Native American Indian culture today, and to understand better, the whole story of Native American Indians of the Potomac River Valley, and in all of America.  

Procedure:

Assign students to read the book individually or in groups.  Use the following questions to assess main learning points in the book.  Students may work in small work groups to answer questions about the book.  Have the students write a one-page paper that describes why culture is important, using Naiche’s insights.

Meet Naiche Student Sheet

1. What is Naiche’s full name?  ______________________________

2. What two people were Naiche named after? _____________________________________________________________________

3. What does Tayac mean?  ___________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why are Goyathlay (pronounced goy-Anhk_lah) and Naiche (1856-1921) heroes to many people of today? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Unscramble the word TULUERC and write it in the sentence.  Native American Indian ______________ is still alive on Indian reservations today and other places.

6. What is a powwow, and what purpose(s) does it serve?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. How does Naiche feel about Moyaone?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why is Naiche proud to be in the Beaver Clan?  _____________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

9. Describe the importance of the huskanaw (pronounced Huss-can-aw).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Answer sheet – Meet Naiche Assessment Questions

1. What is Naiche’s full name?  Naiche Woosah Tayac
2. What two people were Naiche named after?  Naiche came from a Chiricahua Apache leader who was a friend to the famous Indian named Geronimo.  Woosah was the name of Naiche’s great-great-grandfather. 

3. What does Tayac mean?  Tayac in the Piscataway language means “head chief” and is a traditional title in Naiche’s family, because he is a decendent of chiefs.
4. Why are Goyathlay (pronounced goy-Anhk_lah) and Naiche (1856-1921) heroes to many people of today?  They are heroes because they stood up for Native American Indian Rights.
5. Unscramble the word TULUERC and write it in the sentence.  Native American Indian __________ is still alive on Indian reservations today and other places.  Culture.
6. What is a powwow, and what purpose(s) does it serve?  Powwows are Native American Indian gatherings where people sing, dance, hold contests, and sell crafts.  At these gatherings people, especially young people, meet  with friends and learn skills from their elders such as dance, music, and crafts that are important to their culture.
7. How does Naiche feel about Moyaone (pronounced Moy-OWN)?  Various responses possible.  Mayaone is very special to Naiche and his relatives.  Mayaone is a place referred to as a burial grounds for people of Naiche’s cultural background.  Many generations of Naiche’s ancesters are buried there, and archeologists say that Naiche’s people have lived there for about 11,000 years.  At Mayaone, they hold a ceremony called Awakening of Mother Earth in the Spring.  The celebration helps unite people of today as well as those of the past.  It is a time of remembrance and celebration of the renewal of the Earth
8. Why is Naiche proud to be in the Beaver Clan?  Beaver Clan means good at keeping house and the best builders.  It also means taking good care of their families.  Naiche is very proud of these values.
9. Describe the importance of the huskanaw (pronounced Huss-can-aw).  Huskanaw is a ceremony when older and wiser members of the community teach Piscataway boys important lessons about the values of being honorable men.  Naiche knows that when he is old enough he will participate in the ceremony at a place called The Huckleberry.  Girls and women have separate ceremonies to learn important life lessons as well.
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