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Patrick:        Hola! On this webisode of Insider’s Look at Grand Canyon I am joined by Ranger Lori 
Rome. She is here to share the celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month with us in English 
and Spanish. Lori could you tell us what this celebration is all about? 

 
Lori: Well hi Pat, in 1968, President Johnson proclaimed National Hispanic Heritage Week and 

in 1988 President Regan expanded the event into a month long celebration. During this 
month, America celebrates the culture and the traditions of those who trace their roots to 
Spanish speaking countries.  

 
Patrick:  And now in Spanish… 
 
Lori:             En 1968, el Presidente Johnson proclamó la Semana de la Herencia Hispana 

Nacional y en 1988, el Presidente Regan extendió este acontecimiento a un mes de 
celebración. Durante este mes, América celebra la cultura y las tradiciones de 
aquellos que tienen sus raíces en paises de habla hispana. 

 
  
Patrick: Well, you know Lori the National Park Service we are in charge of scenic areas, 

preserving a lot of great things in nature; we are also in charge of preserving America’s 
heritage. How is the National Park Service involved with Hispanic heritage? 

 
Lori: Well, the NPS is proud of the rich legacy of Hispanic Heritage existing in parks throughout 

the nation from forts to missions to memorials, and Grand Canyon is part of that legacy. 
 
Patrick:        Y ahora en espanol? 
 
Lori: El NPS/Servicio de Parques Nacionales está orgulloso del rico  legado de la 

Herencia Hispana existente en parques por toda la  nación desde fuertes a 
misiones y monumentos y el Gran Cañón forma parte de este legado. 

 
Patrick: The Grand Canyon is in the heart of the Southwest. I was wondering what parts of 

Hispanic heritage have taken place at this national park that we work at? 
 
Lori: Well, The story of Hispanic Heritage at Grand Canyon is a history of exploration, conquest 

and religion. It is said that the first European to see the canyon was Spanish explorer 
Cardenas in 1540. Conquistadors came this way on their search for gold. Later, Spanish 
priests came this way on their quest to spread religion. Today, the Spanish influence 
remains in the words we use like “Colorado River” and “El Tovar” hotel.  

 
Patrick: And once again in Spanish… 
 
Lori: La historia de la Herencia hispana en el Gran Cañón es una historia de exploración, 

conquista y religión. Se dice que el primer europeo que vió el cañón fue el 
explorador español Cardenas en 1540. Los conquistadores vinieron en búsqueda 
de oro. Más tarde, los sacerdotes/curas españoles vinieron para difundir la  
religión. Hoy en dia , la influencia española permanece en palabras que utilizamos 
como el "Río  Colorado" y el hotel  "El Tovar". 

 
  
 



Patrick: That’s great to know that Hispanic heritage has been right here at the Grand Canyon. So, 
how are we, here at Grand Canyon, celebrating this amazing event? 

 
Lori: Well, exhibits on Hispanic Heritage will be on display from September 15 to October 15 at 

the park visitor center and special programs in Spanish will occur on September 26. 
 
Patrick: Y ahora en espanol? 
 
Lori: Las exhibiciones sobre la Herencia hispana estarán expuestas desde el 15 de 

septiembre al 15 de octubre en el centro de visitantes del parque. Programas 
especiales en español tendrán lugar el 26 de septiembre. 

 
Patrick: Well, thanks so much for being on the show. Sharing with us all this great stuff about 

Hispanic Heritage Month and the events going on here at Grand Canyon. Lori, I hope to 
see a lot of the public there and I hope to see you there as well.  

Lori: Well, thanks Pat. Asta pronto! 
 
 
Both:  Adios! 
 




