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Special Junior Ranger Program Provides Unique Opportunity for Youth to 
Connect with the Past at Grand Canyon National Park 
 
Grand Canyon, AZ. – History is coming alive for children at Grand Canyon National Park 
thanks to a limited edition CCC Junior Ranger Booklet developed to help commemorate the 75th 
anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 
 
In 1929, the stock market crashed, spiraling the nation into years of poverty, food shortages and 
tough times for American families that became known as The Great Depression.  In 1933, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Civilian Conservation Corps as a way to help 
American men between the ages of 18 and 25 learn new skills and send paychecks home to their 
poverty-stricken families while addressing a need for infrastructure to handle increasing 
visitation to the nation’s public lands.   
 
In honor of their contributions to the development of trails and facilities at Grand Canyon 
National Park, rangers have been sharing the history of “the CCC boys” with visitors through 
special programs and a special exhibit at the Kolb Studio called “Saving the Boys”; but helping 
children to connect to the exhibit and to the past required something more creative.   
 
The environmental education staff at Grand Canyon created the CCC Junior Ranger booklet to 
inspire children to connect with the young CCC enrollees who performed brave deeds in service 
to their country and their families.   Some children prefer calculating the cost of food and 
necessities while others choose to complete fill-in-the-blank and written activities.  With a 
variety of activities to choose from, children of all learning styles have already reported having 
fun earning their special edition badges.   
 
The CCC Junior Ranger booklet also offers the unique opportunity for multiple generations in a 
family to bond while realizing the human story behind the history learned in school.  Helping 
their grandchildren complete the activities, grandparents and great-grandparents have the 
opportunity to relate personal stories of growing up during the Depression to a much younger 
generation.  Upon completion of the work, several children have “expressed their thankfulness 
for the comforts they have in life”, many more than their grandparents had during the Great 
Depression, according to National Park Service Ranger Andy Pearce.   

 
 E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  AM E R I C A  
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 



 
While the harsh realities of the past are brought home to Junior Rangers working on their CCC 
badges, photographs of youthful, smiling enrollees and an adventure-filled story woven 
throughout the CCC Junior Ranger booklet also inspire them to overcome adversity in their own 
lives just like “the boys”.  The CCC boys gave their time, youthful energy, and skills during a 
time when our country needed it most.  It is hoped that while completing the CCC Junior Ranger 
Booklet, children will realize the skills they can offer to make life better in their own 
communities. 
 
The CCC Junior Ranger booklet, badge, and patch will only be offered through October of 2008, 
or until supplies run out.  The program is geared toward children 8 years and older who have the 
ability to read and write; and families should allow approximately 1 ½ hours to complete the 
work necessary to earn the badge.  

   
The goal of the National Park Service Junior Ranger Program is to connect young people to their 
national parks and the heritage they protect through a variety of in-park activities, cultivating 
future generations of park stewards.  Over 200 National Park Service (NPS) areas currently have 
Junior Ranger programs, each offering a unique collector’s item badge or patch upon completion 
of the requirements, which vary from park to park.  At Grand Canyon National Park, 
approximately 35,000 Junior Rangers are sworn in each year.  This year a portion of that number 
will follow in the footsteps of the CCC boys and carve out their own place in history by 
becoming the only CCC Junior Rangers in Grand Canyon’s history books.   
 
To learn more about Junior Ranger programs at Grand Canyon National Park visit 
www.nps.gov/grca and click on “For Kids”. To learn more about visiting Grand Canyon 
National Park, visit the same web site and click on “Plan Your Visit” or call 928-638-7888. 
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Members of the Trampler family show off their CCC Jr. Ranger badges. 
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