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LOCAL VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT TO PITCH IN

AT GREAT BASIN NATIONAL PARK
ON NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY, SATURDAY, SEPT. 27

WHITE PINE COUNTY IS PART OF THE NATIONWIDE EFFORT TO IMPROVE NATIONAL LANDS IN HONOR OF THE 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

Great Basin National Park, Baker, NV, August 22, 2008  –  Great Basin National Park will be the site of this year’s White Pine County National Public Lands Day event as area residents join the largest annual coast-to-coast, single-day volunteer restoration effort for America’s public lands. This year’s local theme is “Our Public Lands, An American Legacy.”

Local volunteers will roll up their sleeves and devote their day to stacking firewood, repairing trails, conducting fish and macroinvertebrate surveys and participating in educational programs at Great Basin National Park as part of the 15th annual National Public Lands Day (NPLD) on Saturday, September 27. Sponsored for the ninth consecutive year by Toyota Motor Sales, USA, these national cleanups give Americans an annual chance to make public lands in local communities safer, prettier, and more desirable. 

“Last year we reached a monumental participation of 110,000 volunteers in National Public Lands Day, and we are expecting to increase this by an additional 10,000 this year,” said Robb Hampton, director of National Public Lands Day. 

Artistic Talents of Local Students Showcased in NPLD Poster Contest

White Pine County, Nevada, September 19, 2008 - Once again this year, White Pine County’s elementary students showed off their artistic ability in the annual National Public Lands Day (NPLD) poster contest.

More than 200 children submitted a crayon-colored conception of recreation on the public lands of White Pine County celebrating this year’s local theme, “Our Public Lands, An American Legacy.”  Nine were selected this week by the NPLD 2008 poster committee to receive a savings bond and/or gift certificate.

The poster contest is sponsored each year by Mt. Wheeler Power, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), U.S. Forest Service and National Park Service.  Mt. Wheeler Power provides the savings bonds and gift certificates.

Selected to receive a $50 savings bond and $20 gift certificate were Taryn Childs, Baker School; 

Robbie McQueen, David E. Norman Elementary (DEN); and Jace Maynard, Lund School.  Selected to receive a $50 savings bond were Britney Carson (DEN); Jenna Gubler, Lund School; and Abrianna Trujillo, McGill Elementary.  Selected to receive a gift certificate valued at $15 were Selena Romero, DEN; Katherine Moalter, DEN; and Macady Bundy, McGill Elementary.
NPLD is Saturday, Sept. 27, at Great Basin National Park outside of Baker, about 65 miles east of Ely.  Registration opens at 8 a.m. at the Lehman Caves Picnic Area near the Lehman Caves Visitor Center, 5 miles west of Baker on Highway 488.  Volunteer projects and environmental education activities begin at 9 a.m.  Participants will receive a free NPLD 2008 Tee shirt, while supplies last, and a voucher good for one year for a free 60-minute tour of world renowned Lehman Caves.  Mt. Wheeler Power will host lunch and a local group will provide entertainment.
NPLD is a success nationwide because of the collaboration between federal, state and local agencies, and private organizations and volunteers.  The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation spearheads the annual event.

Local participants in this event include:  Great Basin Trails Alliance, Mt. Wheeler Power, Ruth Volunteer Ambulance and EMT Service, White Pine Chamber of Commerce, White Pine County, White Pine School District, Nevada Department of Wildlife, Nevada Division of Forestry, Nevada Division of State Parks, BLM Ely Field Office, Great Basin National Park and Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Ely Ranger District.

To learn more about NPLD or to volunteer, contact Curt Dimmick, Great Basin National Park, at (775) 234-7331 x216, Joshua Simpson, U.S. Forest Service, at (775) 289-5129 or visit the NPLD website at www.publiclandsday.org.
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Experience Your America

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

