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June 11, 2009
Lost Hiker Found at Great Basin National Park

Early Tuesday afternoon a tired, hungry and thirsty Raymond Doty, 56 of Logandale, Nevada, was found on the northeast side of Great Basin National Park.  While a Park Service team and a search unit of the White Pine County Sherriff’s Posse were searching in a nearby area, Mr. 

Doty identified himself to a to a park resource management crew conducting fish surveys along Strawberry Creek.  He was otherwise unharmed for his 15-hour trek down from the Wheeler Peak trail.  The missing hiker had been reported to be in good physical condition with no known medical problems, but was carrying no food, water, flashlights, maps or any other equipment.  He had left his daypack along a lower part of the trail on the ascent to reduce the weight he was carrying.  Family members and other campers had attempted to search for the man, but were unable to locate him, finding only tracks in a snow bank suggesting he had left the designated trail.
Mr. Doty became separated from his party about 5 o’clock on Monday evening under poor weather conditions with low clouds, snow flurries, wind gusts up to 30 mph and visibility of approximately 200 ft.  Searcher efforts grew to include a fixed wing aircraft from the Civil Air Patrol, dispatched through the U.S. Air Force Rescue Coordination Center.  Also, since there was no sign of the missing man found by mid-morning Tuesday, a search dog team from White Pine County and dog teams from Zion K-9 Search and Rescue in Utah were requested and were en route to the park.  Meanwhile, Mr. Doty had hiked cross country, spending the night alone at the Willow Creek Ranch property.  In the morning he made the decision to hike back eastward into the park in order to return to his family.  He hiked up the Willard Creek drainage eventually finding an abandoned road leading up and over a pass and into the Strawberry Creek drainage where he found the resource crew.  Mr. Doty had traveled at least 17 miles since starting his hike up Wheeler Peak the previous day.  
Hikers are advised to take sufficient water, clothing and equipment, inform someone of their plans, stay on designated trails when unfamiliar with an area, remain with the group, and once lost find temporary shelter while awaiting rescuers.  It is best to stay out of harm’s way and in very remote areas, not depend on cell phones for help.
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