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Site: GOSP Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

By the National Park Service centennial in 2016, the vision of a country united by
transcontinental rails will have new rel evance to a public that enjoys, supports, and
under st ands the resources and val ues of Col den Spi ke National Hi storic Site. Fresh
opportunities to experience and discover neaning in heritage resources will engage new
audi ences, young people, and partners. As stewards of an Anmerican |egacy, Col den Spike
NHS wi || advance resource preservation efforts, arrive at recreation and tourism
destinations, and connect people wi th exceptional experiences that enrich their |ives.
The NPS will operate Col den Spi ke NHS with an excell ence worthy of the resources
entrusted to its care

The desire to link the east and west coasts grew out of a belief in Anerican ingenuity
and Mani fest Destiny. Dreans of expanding Anerica’ s world influence cul mnated at
Promontory Sunmit on May 10, 1869, with the conpletion of the first transcontinenta
railroad. A nation anxious to heal fromthe Civil War celebrated the “Gol den Spike” as
t he synbol of a unified continent. The transcontinental rails propelled the industrial
revol uti on across the West, transformng the United States forever. People and products
could safely cross the country in five days rather than five nonths. The railroad
rushed passengers and goods westward, and fed eastern appetites for raw material. The
Uni on Pacific and Central Pacific were the harbingers of both the “G | ded Age,” where
noney not birth-right drove social standing, and the class conflict of |ater decades.

Partners, famliar and new, will find active and neani ngf ul engagenent in centennia
projects. Along 15 miles of well maintained grades, the marvels of 19th century
railroad engi neering, construction, and operation will be accessible, interpreted, and
preserved with 21st century expertise. A nmulti-grade “Crossroads of the Wst”
curriculumw Il drive students to new educational summits. Adding 1.5 niles of rails,
rai sing the “hell on wheels” tent city, and running the | oconotives will draw visitors
back to the time of opportunity that raced across Pronmontory Summit in 1869. Land

acqui sitions and a new General Managenent Plan will help protect the historic scene and
Nat i onal Register |listed cultural |andscape. Acting on these Centennial goals,

enpl oyees at CGol den Spike NHS will set an exanple in resource stewardship, connect wth
nore di verse audi ences, and nanage the resources entrusted to the National Park Service
wi th excellenc
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Site: GOSP STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

Site:

Rehabilitate high-priority historic buildings to good condition, and help
comunities to preserve their history through progranms |ike Preserve Anerica.

Gol den Spi ke National Historic Site will be a nodel for the preservation and
mai nt enance of historic resources and cultural |andscapes. Along 15 niles of
rail road grades there are 55 sites and over 700 structures; nost of which are
associ ated with the construction and operation of the nation's first
transcontinental railroad, and are listed on the National Register of

Hi storic Places.

The condition of the cultural |andscape and associated structures will

i mprove by adding about 2 niles of rails to the historic railroad grade.

Mai nt enance of the restored roadbed, rails, culverts, and trestles will be
nore sustainable than currently possible. The project will also enhance the
experience for visitors who will see the replica | oconotives operate on

additional track away fromthe devel oped visitor center.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

GOosP RECREATI ON

Encourage col | aborati on anong and assi st park and recreation systens at every
| evel federal, regional, state, local—+to help build an outdoor recreation network
accessible to all Americans.

Rehabilitate over 2,000 nles of trails within or connected to nati onal
parks, including trails accessible to those with disabilities.

The National Park Service will maintain 2 auto tours and a 1/2 nmile trail on
segnents of the historic railroad grade at Gol den Spi ke NHS in good
condition. On the West Auto Tour a stronger connection with the BLM managed
Sceni c By-Way coul d expand recreational opportunities.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

GOSsP RECREATI ON

Focus national, regional, and local tourismefforts to reach diverse audi ences
and young people and to attract visitors to |esser-known parks.

Site:

I ncrease visitation by 25 percent at |esser-known parks through a nationa
tourismeffort ained at hel ping people to discover the breadth of parks and
experi ences.

The National Park Service will continue collabrative efforts with the Box
El der County Tourism O fice, Crossroads of the West National Hi storic
District in Ogden, and the state designated Bear River Heritage Area to
pronote the Gol den Spi ke NHS, increase visitation, and encourage econonic
devel opnent in local conmunities.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

GOosP EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Col den Spike NHS will develop a multi-grade curriculumw th partners from

| ocal schools, universities, and the Crossroads of the West National Historic
District in Ogden, Uah, to tell the story behind the i nage selected for the
Ut ah twenty-five cent piece. The “Crossroads” curriculumw |l help children
appreci ate the history and significance of the transcontinental railroad and
why this vital story is relevant to their American heritage. Interactive

i nks to web-based activities will pronote distance |earning opportunities
and enhance the direct experiences at Gol den Spi ke NHS and t he Crossroads

NHD.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS




Site: GOSP EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their fanmilies to national parks by using exciting
medi a and technol ogy.

I ncrease the nunmber of web hits through the introduction of advanced,
interactive features that attract young people to national parks.

Col den Spike NHS will develop a multi-grade curriculumw th partners from

| ocal schools, universities, and the Crossroads of the West National Historic
District in Ogden, Uah, to tell the story behind the i nage selected for the
Ut ah twenty-five cent piece. The “Crossroads” curriculumw |l help children
appreci ate the history and significance of the transcontinental railroad and
why this vital story is relevant to their American heritage. Interactive

i nks to web-based activities will pronote distance |earning opportunities
and enhance the direct experiences at Gol den Spi ke NHS and t he Crossroads
NHD.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: GOSP EDUCATI ON

Pronmote life-long learning to connect generations through park experiences.

Enroll an additional two mllion children in the Junior Ranger program

Gol den Spike NHS will work with the Western National Parks Association on an
expanded “Juni or Ranger” programto replace the existing “Junior Engineer”
program The new programwill link with servicew de pronotional efforts, and
assure that nore children are exposed to a breadth of conservation,
preservation, and stewardship val ues.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: GOSP EDUCATI ON

Inpart to every Anerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their national
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

Col den Spike NHS will rehabilitate visitor center exhibits and nmedia to

i ncrease access and enjoynment of park facilities. The construction and
operation of the nation's first transcontinental railroad is a conpl ex

col l ection of experience and hardships. Many stories have been told to
varying | evel s and professional backgrounds. Colden Spike National Hi storic
site strives to present a well rounded interpretation of history that tells
the stories of an inportant part of the American experience.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



