EASY STEPS TO MAKING A RESERVATION:

We strongly suggest that you include the staff at Golden Spike NHS in your plans for a visit. We have many school groups who come to Golden Spike for field trips, especially in May. The arrival of unscheduled groups can result in an overcrowded Visitor Center, a hazardous situation around the locomotives, and an inadequate number of rangers to guide you and answer your questions. To help us accommodate your group, please schedule your trip well in advance.

Due to the size of our visitor center and auditorium we have limited groups to a maximum of 65 people.  If you have more than 65 be prepared to split your group up, we can only accommodate 130 per day.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Call or E-mail David Kilton, Park Ranger (Interpretation), at 435-471-2209 x32 or david_kilton@nps.gov .  As I do get over 100 e-mails most days to insure I get to your request fast in the subject area start with School Group Reservation.


· You will need the following information to complete the Application for Fee Waiver (application is attached):
1. Name of Educational institution sponsoring tour
2. E-mail address
3. Phone number you can be reached
4. Fax number
5. Institution address
6. Name of person in charge of group
7. Age group or grade(s) and number of students
8. Number of Chaperones
9. A first, second and third choice of dates of arrival
10. Arrival & Departure times
11. Curriculum or educational objectives
12. Activities you wish to participate in
Some of chooses you have are:
	Big Fill Walking Trail (self guided)
	Ranger Program
	Locomotive Demo (May – Sept)
	Engine House Tour (Oct – April)
	Re-enactment (your students)
	Movie
· Once we have made the actual reservation, you will be sent a conformation packet, either by mail or E-mail.  You must have this with you on the day of the visit.  If you have not received this within 5 days of your scheduled arrival date, please call (435) 471-2209 ext 30.  Without a confirmation packet, there is a chance that your group will not in our reservation system.
· If you need to cancel your reservation or reschedule, please call (435) 471-2209 ext 30

PARK HOURS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES:
· The Park visitor center is open 7 days a week from 9:00 am until 5:00 pm. Except on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years Day.
· The locomotives run from the first of May through Labor Day some times longer depending on funding.  You can call ahead to find out the yearly schedule.  Locomotives arrive at the last spike site at Jupiter 10:00 am and #119 at 10:30 am.  Steam Demonstration at 1:00 pm and then the #119 leaves at 4:00 pm and the Jupiter at 4:30 pm
· After Labor Day you can request a tour of the engine House to see the Locomotives and watch the crew as they get them ready for the next operational season.
· The West Auto Tour is open 9:00 am until 4:00 pm daily during the summer months.  
· The East Auto Tour is open 9:00 am until 4:00 pm daily until weather no longer makes it passable.
· The Big Fill Walking Trail is open Dawn until Dusk Daily.
· There are special events scheduled throughout the year.

Note: Motor homes, buses, and trailers are not allowed on the Tour roads due to narrow roadway, cuts and steep drop offs.

SCHOOL GROUP ACTIVITIES:
Big Fill Walking Trail – (45 min.)This is a 1 ½ mile walking trail.  The trail gives you a glimpse at the epic story of the transcontinental railroad. 
Ranger Program – (20 min.)
“THE COMPLETION OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD” The transcontinental railroad united our country and set the stage for the US to become a world power.  This event had more for-reaching consequences than any other piece of modern technology. 
“ETHNIC CULTURES OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD”  The transcontinental railroad would not have been completed if it had not been for the back-breaking labor of the 20,000+ workers.
“COMMUNICATIONS”  Besides the ease in travel across the country, the completion of the transcontinental railroad brought about remarkable change in communications.

*Steam Demonstration- (20 min) May –Sept the locomotives run at 10:00 am, 10:30 am, 1:00 pm, 4:00 pm, and 4:30 pm. 
*Engine House Tours- (30 min) Oct – April students get to see what it takes to maintain the locomotives to get them ready for the next running season.
*Re-enactment – (15 to 30 min) Students can re-enact the ceremony which was the driving of the Golden Spike May 10, 1869.  The scripts can be found on the web site at www.nps.gov/gosp  
You will need to copy and paste this web address into your browser. It is not a direct link. 

Movies- 
*The Golden Spike Movie (21 min)  The building of the nation’s first transcontinental railroad became a race as the Central Pacific starting in Sacramento CA, and the Union Pacific  starting in Omaha, NE, overcame incredible obstacles as they race to complete one of the greatest works of American History.
*This is America Charlie Brown (30 min) Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Linus and the whole peanut gang discovers the story behind the building of the First Transcontinental Railroad.  Animated, fun-filled musical adventure for kids of all ages.
Jupiter & 119 (25 min) with little more than photographs to go by, O’Conner Engineering craftsman work to recreate the beautiful detailed Jupiter and 119.  Two of the country’s most famous locomotives the results of which now steam down the tracks at Golden Spike NHS every May – Sept.
Andrew J. Russell:  A Visual Historian (28 min) this film, full of historic photos of the construction of the transcontinental railroad, covers the life and work of the man who documented this great work, and the legacy he left for historians.
The Great Train Robbery (10 min) this 1903 silent film produced by Thomas Edison was the first feature motion picture ever made.

*Most requested by school groups.

